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To which is added, as an example to 
prove the point handled,theDeath- 
ed experiences of Mrs B. which 
were taken from hergwn Mouth in 
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By Fame: Funeway 2 ſornetimed Student of 
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There are theſe 5Books Printed of x 'e 
ſame Author Mr James Janeway. 


Nvffbte Reitics Demonſtrated in the Ho- þ 
ly Life and Triumphant Death of Mr. Fohx 
Faneway, Fellow of Kings Colledg Cam- 
bridg. Printed for Thomas Parkþurſt at the 
Bible and three Crowns in Cheapſide, and 

at the Bible on London Bridg. 


to 


Heaven upon Earth, or the beſt Friend in 
the worlt of times 3 The 3d Edition en- 
larged. 


3 Death Unſtung : a Sermon Preacht at the 
Funeral of Thomas Monſley an Apothecary : 
With a bricf Narrative of his Life and 
Death ; alſo the manner of God's dealings 
with him, bcfore and after his Conver- 
{10n, 


4 A Sermoa preached at the Funeral of Tho. 
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Part. 
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Chriſtian Reader , 


HE Author of this Treatile is 
ſo well known in Loxdozx, and 
his former publiſhed Labours 
are deſervedly ſo well eſteem- 
ed, that might my own opinion here- 
in carry it, this office of mine {hould 
be omitted as unneceſiary. He or bis 
writings need not my commendation, 
and I ſhould think that few Readers 
ſhould be ſo much itranger to him than 
tome, as to need it. But when it 
mult be ſo, I tab » it for an honoura- 
ble and pleaſauc work to recommend 
perſons and things which are fo lauda- 
ble, as to refle& a praiſe upon hi. 
that praiſeth them. God hath bleſled 
the Author with a h»azble, a ſerious, a 
peaceable, and an induftrions \pirit : 
his hcart is ſet on tee work of God , 
a Z and 


and the winning of Souls : It is a great 
praiſe to him, that he is none of thoſe 
who by Pride, Fa&#ion or Scandal, 
have made any of our Church- 
breaches, or who keep them open : 
andGod hath accordingly ſo bleſs'd his 
labours,that very many converted and 
ediftted Souls' do thank God-and. the 
King, for his ( with others ) late li- 
berty and peace in- the preaching of 
the Goſpel, and exerciſing that ſacred 
office to which he was conſecrated : 
What can I ſay more of him than that 
he is the true Brother of that John Ja- 
neway, Whoſe ſhort but ſweet and ex- 
emplary life, was lately publiſhed by 
him. 

And the Treatiſe before you 1s fo 
weighty , ſerious , ſpiritual, and well 
clothed, that to me it is as ſavoury as 
any that he hath yet. publiſhed 3 and 
I doubt not but it will ſeem ſo to the 
Godly Reader, when he hath peruſed 
it. And though there are ſome miſ- 
informed men, who may accule it, as 
ſaying ſo much for our own —_— 
an 


and works, yet they that are taught 
of God , by the quickning, i]lumina- 
ting, ſan&tifying Spirit , will other- 
wiſe judge of it ; as Belteving that 
GodTs; and is the Rewarder of then 
that diligently ſeek, him: And that 
the diligent hand maketh rich: and 
God is not unrighteows to forget the 
works and labours of Love. 


His addition of the Believing and 
triumphant Expreſſions of a dyin 
woman, are not unuſeful; For the 
lively workings of the Faith of others, 
1s a great help to confirm the Readers 
faith; and its very commendable 
in the Author, to lead men to the 
true Evangelical ſtate of Religion, by 
publiſhing the Examples of ſuch pow- 
erful workings of Faith, Love, Hope, 
and heavenly foretaſts, as open it to 
men in its proper nature; and tend 
to reCtifie their miſtakes, who think 
that it lyeth more in heart-breakings 
and dejettions, than in Righteoulnels, 
Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

a 4 But 


But I may preſume that it 1s not the 
Authors meaning, that all mens ſpiri- 
tual ſtates muſt be judged of by their 
death-bed words : For the difference 
of tempers, and diſeaſes is ſo great , 
as that while one holy perſon paſlicth 
thus truumphantly to heaven, another 
may be under melancholy fears, and 
another under fach languiſhings of 
ſpirit , as diſable him from ſenſible re- 
Jjoycing , and from free expreflion, 
and diſpoſe him more to groan than tv 
ſpeak; and anothers diſeaſe may be 
ſich as forbiddeth much ſpeaking as 
unſafe, while there is any hope of lite : 
And many of Gads faithful ſervants by 
the decays of Nature, do gloriftie God 
more by Patience, than by Activity of 
Mind or Tongne, and can only exer- 
cife Repentance, Faith and Love, by 
ſaying, God be merciful to me a Sins 
wer, and Lord Jeſws receive my ſpirits 
and Core, Lord Jeſwut, Come quickly 3 
O that I may fee, and in the Heavenly 
Society in pertett Love, have glorious 
Commanion with my God. _— , 
0 


do but tate thy ſelf, what is in this 
Treatiſe, by a ſerious peruſal, and 
thou wilt need no more the invita- 
tion of 


Thy unworthy ſellow- ſervant 


Sept. 5.1573. 


Ri. Baxter. 


$ Þ: $0 
: My beloved Heakrtms, 
' eſpecially, thoſe which 
are under my peculiar 


overſight. 


Dear Brethren, 
Am under many Obligati- 
ons to improve my T alent 
to the utmoſt for you , next 
7 to God: tis for your Service 
3 T hve, you bave mythoughts, 
3 you bave my cares , you have 


my 


I 


; 


: 
: 
: 


The Epiſtle 


my prayers, you bave my tears, 
you bave my love, my joy, for | 
you Iam willing to ſpend and * 
be ſpent, TI have now been * 
labouring amongit you with 
ome perils, with much weak- 
neſs, and ſenſible decayes of 
Nature, for about ſix years ,. © 
and now feeling my body de- 
clining, and being perſwaded 
that 1 mu5} ere long put off 
this tabernacle; I thought it 
meet as long as I am in this ta- 
bernacle to ſtir you up by put- 
ting you in remembrance.more- 
over,l will indeavonr that you 
may be able after my deceaſe to 


bave 


Dedicatory. 
| bavethe great things of Religi- 
1 on always in remembrance. To 
* this end I was ready to cloſe- 
: with the request of thoſe that 
' defired the addition of this Ser- 
mon now enlarg d, to the Life 
. and Death of my precious Bro- 
ther : and I bave added alſo 
: the Death-bed Experiences of 
one amongst your ſelves, which 
ſeveral of you were eye and 
; ear witneſſes of; ſo that bav- 
» ingſuch preſidents to draw, and 
a ſuch mottues to quicken you ; 
2 you might C by the influence— 
ofthe Spirit, and the ſtirring 
| wp the pift and graces of God 


with- 


The-Epiſtle 

within you_) be inabled torun, 
and not.:be weary; to walk 
and not'be faint ; and tomount 
upwith wings hke Eagles, till 
gou reſt in,Christ s boſom... 1 
have oft thought that ©nbe: 


hief and Laxineſs do ruine moſt 


Souls : Thave therefore indea- 
\# 5h2 The woured in the theſe two 
(Life. and. * examples to demon- 
death © 


my. Bro-, #frate the reality of 

ws. * Twoifibles,and ſo for- 

=. belief. vl might alſo 

put you in mind 4 the boly 

kroes and: joyful deaths of the 

mo} of thoſe which the _ 
| al 


"raved tifie you againit Un: þ | 


7 Dedicatory, 

| bath removed from us. Have 
not your ears heard their tri- 
* wmphbant praiſes ? did you 
not ſee how undauntedly they 

* looked death in the face? could 

' you not witneſs the Beauty of 
 » Religion in their deportment 
; upon a Deathbed? Anddare 

| any of you queſtion whether it 
* be worth the while to be reli- 

' giows? can any of you think 

1 diligence in Soul affairs loſt la- 
A? bour? can any room yet beleft 
7 for Unbelief2 One would 
7 think that they who have ſeen 
J what we bave ſeen, ſhould 
1 judg it madneſs to doubt about 
| the 


TheEpiltke 
the great truths of Religion: 
but yet woful experience tells | 
ws , for all this, that the fanb | 
of moſt # but like a grain of 
Muttard ſeed, and onr fre- 
quent departing from God de- 
monſtrates too clearly ,:\that 

we bave too much of 3, evil ©: 
beart of Unbelief in mw. O © 
my dear Þrethren , that you -' 
and I bad better learnt the Art 

of Irving by Faith, O Lord, 

help our Unbelict! More . 
Faith would make us lift up 
 Chrift mthe World at another [ 
gueſs rate than moſt Church- © 
members do; Ob that prect- | 
ous © 


n . . 
Þ ” - 
% «a . 
_ __—_— 


Dedicatory. 


| } ous Grace! Brethren, Let's 
\ 4 labour to increaſe in F aith , 
# and then Heart-purity would 
7 tucreaſe, all grace would a- 
' bound, and your fear would 
| decreaſ e, aud your comforts 
.. greatly / flow in. It not for 
: nothing that . the $ cripture 


| | ſbeaks of joy unſpeahable in be- 
; 


; © keving. Ob, bow fain would 
I, that you and [ may quit our 
' Glues like them which do in- 
* {deed believe! the great pre- 
> Swailing of Infi delity makes me 
Larger the great danger, the 
wore inflant upon this Subjett; 
. Jand, I know, that ſuch of you 
4 b 


as 


The Fpiſtle 
as \ are well acquainted with 
your ownbearts will judge: thas 
T have not without good reaſon 
ſpoken what I have. Ob that 
your noble and generous fiith 
might," for the future, prove, 
that Þ have neither aha = 
nor” writtenin vain." The 
other ſm that'\byings ſo'many 
Souls to Poverty, Miſery and 
eternal DiSireſs ; ' is Lage 
neſs and ſpiritual + Sloth, 
Though God hath placed "ſo 
attive a Soul within us; though 
it bath the greateſt advanta- 
ges for aftion, the highes| 
motives ; though it can't be | 
An - * 


OT = OO "OC FO "OO" SO" "SO TO TO 


be 


a - ; 


Dedicatory. 


' unacquainted with the ſhame 


and hazard that Indifferency 


' in theſe affairs doth expoſe 


men to: yet bow ſtrangely 


dull, unaftrve and careleſs are 


. the moſt ? how do they ſleep, 


egt, and trifle, whilf} their 


great work lyeth by , or is done 
by the hakves? T hat I might 


cure if not prevent this diſ- 
mal Lethargy, I have pre- 


| ſented to your conſtant view 
the life and death of an ative 
; Chriſtian ; and as you like bis 


Comforts in death , ſo anſwer 
his attivity in your lives. 


; And that I might , if poſſible, 


2 drive 


The Epiſtle 


drive the nail to the bead, I 


made a farther impr anne , 


of it it , by handling that excel- | 
e 


nt Scripture, 2 Pet. 1. 11. 
For ſo an Entrance ſhall 
be miniſtred to you abun- 
dantly , into the everlaſt- 
ing Kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
I now preſent that to your eye 
which lately ſounded in your 
ears, that it may bave the 
deeper impreſſion upon your 
bearts and lives ; and the pow- 
erful influence may be ſeen by 
the world ; that they may glo- 
rify your Father which # in 


Heaven, 


LI _ 


[ 


Dedicatory. 


) Heaven, and ſay, God is in 
' you of a truth. I ſhall de- 


fre this of you, as my dying 
requeit , that you would oft 
read this Book, for my ſake ; 
and prattiſe it for your own 
Jake. Brethren, Time 1s 
ſhort , our work, our Maſter, 


our wages, are great, and, not 


zo mince the matter, we have 
yet done little ; God knows tos 
little, little to what we ſhould, 
little to what we might, little 
to what others have done; and 


nothing to what Chriſt bath 


done for us: nothing to what 
reward we look for, and no- 


b 3 thing 


TheEpliltle 


thing-to what God deſerves. 
I bad almoſt ſaid, nothing to 
what Saints and Angels in 
Heaven do: well now at laſt 
let us mend.our pace ; in ftead 
of creeping letus run, in ſtead 
of ſleeping, and dreaming, let us 
awake, work andſweat. Ina 
word , In ſtead of being for- 
mal , ſlight and lazie , let us 
be ſpiritual, ſerious, and a- 
Five. Begin in your bearts, 
and fall to work luſtily there ; 
turn out Vain thoughts , away 
with every weight, and the 
ſin that doth fo eaſily beſet 
you, and rob you of your |» 
| ſrength, | 


Dedicatory 


ſfrength, your Eviaences, your 
> peace, and wound your Conſci- 
ence, or leave you half dead: 
Keep your hearts. with, all 
diligence, for from thence 
are. the iſſues of lite and 
death ; be much im your Clo- 
ſets and aft grace nobly in ſe- 
cret duty; then wreſtle, and 
let not God go without a 
; bleſſing! Ob, take beed of 
forgetting , or being perfun- 
tory and ſlight in ſecret duties! 
; Let metel ou, the moſt of Re- 
ligions an internal thing, and 
; if. you fail bere, the whole 0 


| WW Profe foo WW; þ gnifieth Jittle. 
b 4 Then 


The Epiftle 
Then be aftive in your Fa- 


milies ; Remember that cor- 
rupt nature which was drawn 
out of your Joins begins to be 
ative betimes : the Devil 
and wicked ones will be in- 
duſtrious to poiſon and mur- 
der your Children and ſer- 
wants; and your utmoſt dili- 
gence_- is t00 little, conſidering 
what is hazarded. 

Then be attivein your pla- 
ces for God, ſhine in acrooed 
and perverſe Generation.: be 
meek , pitiful , wiſe, faithful, 
Fealous, conſtant : forget not 
me in your eaneſt Prayers, that 


I 


2 


Dedicatory. 
1 I may have a thouſand times 
* more loveto God and Souls,and 
that I may bave more Grace, 
| moregifts, more ſucceſs : and, 
Brethren, Iwould preach while 
T live, when Id Jye, and when 
I am dead; for "ths cauſe 1 
heave theſe Lines io teach you 
when I am ſilent in the duit . 
that you and I may finiſh our 
* courſe with joy, and have a 
je weet meeting in another world, 
& the Prayer of yours in the 


 (weeteſt bonds, 


Þ ws 


SE. 3. 2 =. 


James Janeway. 
| Aug. 26, 1673 
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Elſe -Iaſr eoheſe 


T be Contents. 


2 Pet. 1. 11. 


For ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred 
to you abundantly into the everla- 
Sting Kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 


He Introduction, to page 4. 
The Diviſion of the Text, and the 
opcning, of the words, tO þp. 8. 

The DoGdrine propoſed, viz. 


That they which uſe their utmoſt diligence in 
the things of God all their days, ſpall at the 
laſt have an abundant entrance miniſtred 
to them into the everlaſting Kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 


The Method of handling the Dodtine. 


I. Firſt, to inquire what diligence it is that 
is 


OB DGSB 


The Contents. 


is required as a condition of this Pro- 
mile. 


/ 2, What is implyed in that abzundant E- 


trance, 
The Proof of the Doctrine. 

How this is miniſtrcd unto the Saints. 
The Reaſons of the point. 

Objcdtions anſwered. 

The Application of all, Þ+ S. 


» Firſt, What kind of Diligence it is that 
is required as the qualification of this Pro- 
miſe? anſwered Negatively and Poſi- 
tively. 


Negativ. 1. It is not a mcer external dili- 


gCnce , Þ. 9+ 
2, Nora partial Diligence , ib, 
3 Nor a temporary Diligence, þ-10. 
4. Nor a meritorious Diligence, ib, 


But Poſitvely there is required 


I. An intcrnal as well as external Diligence, 


þ 18. 
2, It muſt be a Scriptural and commanded * 
Diligence, þ-12+ 
3+ It 15 the utmoſt Diligence, P13. 
4. A conſtant Diligence, p.14,15» 
$5- This Diligence muſt be accompanicd with 
protound Humility, Þ. 16. 


Thc 


The Contents. 


The ſecond thing propoſed to be inquired 
into is, What is implicd in that abundant 
Extrance which ſha!l be aJminiſtred to this 
diligent Saint at laſt. 


r. It imylics a fenfible renovation of their 
Natures, by which they feel a ſweet cone 


naturality to Divine things, P- 18. 
2. It implics a icnſe of the pardon of all their 

ſins, Þ- 20. 
3. It implics pcace with God, P.21. 
4. It implies a being liftcd above fears of 

Death, P- 22, 


5. It implicth more clear and diſtinct ap- 
prehenſions of ſpiritual and inviſible ob- 
jects, Þ: 23+ 

6. Afull well-groundgd affurance of propri- 
cty, Pp 24+ 

7. The Spirit witneſſing with his ſpirit that 

| heisachild of God, and filling him with 

joy unſpeakable, P25. 


Thirdly, The Doctrine is proved, p.30. 


Fourthly , Inquiry is made how this abun- 
dant Entrance is miniſixed into the cver- 
Jaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chritt, P. 3 


r. God doth it by ſhutting out whatfocver 
: may 


The Contezits: 


may ititerrupt the joyful paſſage of the Be- 
liever into Glory, P34. 
2, By opening what might ſweeten his way, 


P- 35» 
3. By ending i in proviſions to feed upon in 
the way, P- 39. 


4. By ſending out his Meſſengers to come 
fort, direct and guide them home, p.qo. 

5, The bleſſed Trinity gives thera a welcome 
to Glory, Þ-41. 


Fifthly, Some Reaſors ct the Doctrine are 
given. 


t. Becauſe of Gods Promiſe P-44. 

2. Becauſe by this Gods « Glory 13 alvanced, 
Þ+ 4 6. 

3-That he may incourage thc Ailigent Chriſti. 

an to go on couragiouſly and expect greate 
er things from God in anocher world, 


P 47. 
x 
Sixthly, Objettions are anſwered. 


© Obj. r. Many wicked men live an dye in 


Peace. 
Anf. This is anſwered, ?- 48. 


* Obj. 2. The great contidenct and aſſurance 


of the wicked. 


* nſw. By ſhowing the dif:renc2 between 


the 


The Contents. 
the peace of the diligent Chriſtian and the 


_. wicked. 
. Itdiffers in its original, ,—_— 
2. In its effects, P51. 
3. In its nature, P.52, 
4, In 1ts duration, P. 53» 


0bj. 3. Some diligent Chriſtians may dye 
without this great erfeouragement, þ. 54. 
Anſ. 1. A more general Anſwer. 
Anſ. 2. A more particular Anſwer. 
1, It may be his diligence did principally 
rcach to extcrnals and not internals, 
© Þ* 39s 
2, It may be he doth not acquaint you 
with what he doth feel, and that upon 
good conſiderations, p56. 
3. When he comes to the Entrance it ſelf 
then all clouds and fears vaniſh, #6. 


sSeventhly, the Application. 
Uſe 1. This juſtiheth the preateli AQtivi- 


ty and Conſtancy of Saints, P57» 
Uſe 2. Of Terror to the active. and dili- 
gent Sinner, p.60. 


Uſe 3. By way of Examination. Pþ.69. 
Uſe 4. By way of Exhortation, directed 
firlt to Saints, then to ſinners. 


I. To Saints, to mend their Diligence and 


to continue it to the end, Pe 75+ # 
Motives 


The Contents. 


- | Motives. . 1. Conſider the frequency, ear- 
4 neſtneſs and ſolemnity of the Command, 
at - 76. 
> 3% 2, Conſider what Examples you Ex to 
| | ſh. on yeur diligence, þ. 7. 
06 , Conlider, who it is you work for, 
O Pp. $2. 
4. Conſider the nature of the work, p.$3. 
e * 5. Confider what wages you are like to 
bo have in this world, 
- 6, Conſider. what the reward of Diligence 
wilt be in another world, p84. 
y The Second'part of the Exhortation diret- 
3, ed to diligent Sinners, to put them upon 
L being diligent for their Souls and God , 
_ þ Pe 91. 
n _ ny 
j, Motives, 1. Conſider how greatly it doth 
It concern you, « 95» 
%. Jv . All your labour is loft till you fall to 
"Gl work in good carneſt, Þþ.96. 
3+ Conſider. what others have got by 
= their Diligence, 
# 4. Conſider how long and how earneſtly 
[- you have been put upon this diligence. 
) | P97» 
| Direfiions. 1. Firſt put away whatſoever 
d may hinder you in your work, p. 98, 
2. Be ſure the ground work be laid well, 
; 4 OILY Pp. 99. 
; 3. Improve Chriſis Lite and Dc ath.p.roo. 


4. Be 


The Contents. 


4. Be carneſt for the Spirit, ot 
5..Bc frequently communing with your 
ſelf, and labour to act grace in every du- 
; NP  - þ-101. 
6. Improve all Ordinances and Providen- 
ces, for this end, | ib, 
7. Maintain a conſtant holy ſolicitouſneſs 
about your foul, p. 102, 
8. Meditate upon the eye of God, and 
the excellency and reality of Inviſibles , 
ib. 

9. Look much into the Scriptures, p.103. 
10, Think much of the Grave, Judgment 
and cternity, p.103. 


Then follows the account of fome of the 
death-bed Experiences of Mrls B. from 
?.105, to the end: 


2 Pet. 1. 11. 


' For ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred to 


you abundantly, into the everlaſting 
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


He Miniſters of Chriſt have two great 
Imployments lying upon their hands. 
The firſt is , the converhon of fin- 

ners3 and the ſecond is,the edification 

of Saints, Now the Apoſtle Peter ſeems 
with great vigour to carry on both theſe De- 
ſigns, having formerly preached to the Jews, 
and that with no ſmall ſucceſs, he is not a little 
concerned for their ſtrengthening progreſs & 
conſolation :' that Vineyard which the Lord 


©: had by him planted with noble plants, he de- 


fired to ſee well watered and yielding ripe 
and much fruit, He was not ignorant of 
Satans activity, mans negligence, and the dif- 


- mal effefts of both. He knew well enough 


that many ſeemed to begin well, that did not 


; end fo ; that ſome which looked as if they 
7 were bound for Heaven, made ſhipwrack of 
! all betore they came to the Harbour; Many 


S ; Tan 
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ran well a while that never came to the prize, 
and that not a few which were judged to be- 
gin in the Spirit, did end in the fleſh, To 
' this end, he doth what he can to countermine 
the deſigns of Hell, by confirming and encou- 
raging thoſe which were already brought to 
yield {ubjeCtion to the yoak of Chrilt. It's life 
to faithful Preachers to ſee their people ſtand 
faſi, it's no ſmall grief to 4 Father to ſee his 
Child ſtunted or pining under a conſumption; 
ſarcly , it's a far greater trouble to a Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt to ſee his Hearers that ſeemed 
ſometimes lively, active and thriving, to A- 
poliatize, decay, and to prove but the Anato- 
mies of Chriſtians ! That the Apoſtle might 
hinder this declining, he labours with all his 
might to put them upon ſpiritual progrels 3 
he would fain have them run ſo as to obtain, 
trade ſo as to get the true riches, the pearl of. 
great price, and to fight ſo as to conquer. 
He knew well enough that many were called 
and few choſen, and that ſeveral of thoſe 
which are not far-fram the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, will never come there, and that it will be 
but a ſorry comfort to be almoſt (aved ; them 
that are altogether damned,to be once fair for 
Heaven and now in Hell,to be called a friend, 
and dealt with as an enemy, he can't bear the 
thoughts of their eternal miſcarriage. How 
doth he lay about him both by preaching 
and writing to put them upon the ſecuring 
their everlaſting concerns,and not to leavethe 
mat- 


[3] 


- matters of the greateſt conſequence in the 


world at the greateſt uncertainty and ha- 
zard ? How many perſwaſjons doth he uſe ? 


how many powerful and afe&ionate exhor- 


tations doth he give them? and how doth he 
back all with the moſt cogent motives and 
conſiderations imaginable?O how fain would 
poor Minifters have all the people faved ! 
how loth to leave them before they ſee them 
in the arms of Chriſt ! how unwilling to have 
any miſcarry in the birth ! In the Verſes pre- 
ceding, the Apoſtle had been telling of thoſe 
Chriſtians that he wrote to, that it was not 
enough for them to eſcapefrom the pollutions 
of the world : Negative holineſs is a poor &- 
vidence for poſitive happineſs : Sairits muſt 
be pure, and ſhew the beauties of Chriſt and 
holineſs in an impure and filthy generation 
in which they live, The name and credit of 
beingChriſtians ought not to ſerve their turns 
without the nature,teality and ſincerity : nay, 
true grace it felf ought not to content a Saint 
but he ſhould firive after the life, ſpirit and 
power of godlineſs. We ſhould be indeavou- 
ring after higher degrees of grace, and ſtill 
forgetting what is behind , and preſling for- 
watd towards the mark, for the price of the 
high calling of God in Chriſt Jefus ; which, 
if we do, out labour ſhall not be in vain in 
the Lotd.The particular Arguments which he 
backs his Exhortation with here,are theſe ; 
Firſt, That they ſhould not be unfruitfuj 
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in the; knowledge of. our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, ver. 8, : 

Secondly, From the ill conſequence of their 
not indeavouring to make ſome. progreſs, it 
will appear that they never had litein the root, 
if there be no ſuch ſpiritual ſhootings out 
and fruit in the branches. He that lacketh theſe 
things is blind , and cannot ſce afar off, and 
hath torgotten that he was purged from his 
old fins, ver. 9, oF 

Thirdly, He puts them ugon ſpiritual pro- 
greſs, from their making,their calling and 
election ſure by this means. - 

Fourthly, By this diligence and progreſs 
they ſhould be ſure never to fall fo as ſinners 
and-hypocrites do ; that is, they ſhallnot de- 
liberately and ordinarily fall into foul and 
ſcandalous fins 3 nor at all fall finally into a- 
poſtacy and damnation, ver. 10. = 

Fitchly, By this holy diligence and aQtivity 
in grace, ' they ſhould hniſh their courſe with 
joy, and ſo an abundant entrance ſhould be 
miniſtred to them abundantly into the ever- 
laſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſis Chriſt, ver. 11, 

Theſe words are a gracious promiſe to di- 
ligent Chriſtians 3 in which take notice of, 

Firſt, the promiſe, 

Secondly, the. condition of the promiſe, 

Firſt, the promile it ſelf; in which you 
may obſerve, 


1.. The ſubſtance, 
' - 2, The 


ou 


» 
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2. The circumſtances which do aggravate 
and ſet forth the'glory of the promiſe. 

Firſt, for the ſubltance of the promiſe it 
is an entrance into the Kingdom» of 
Chriſt, 

Sccondly, for the circumſtances which do 
ſo livelily (cr forth” che greatneſs and 
glory of this promile. 

Firſt, this Kingdom i no {mall one ,- it 
is the Kingdom of” our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chrift. 

Secondly, the ſecurity of it 3 it hall be. 

Thirdly, another circamRtance which doth 
heighten this mercy, is the perſons to'whom 
it Is grven 3 unto you, 

Fourthly, - another: thing that maketK the 
mercy great,” with a witnels,is the REEey ot 
itz theeverlaſting, Kingdom, 

F ifthly, the manner of 'the conveyance of 
all this tn-a triumphanc'glorious manner, with 
great '{tate and joy 'gomg betorc » the: en- 
trance into Heaven ſhall be miniſizes to 
them abnndantly. 

Secondly, we have- the condition of the 
promiſe implicd in that word 3 So :' which 
bids you look back to the foregoing, verles, 
and by comparing, of them, you will tind this 
to Ay the condition of the promiſe. 

- True godlineſs. 

2. The utmoſt diligence and aCtivity in 
the ways of God. 

3+ And perſeverance in ſo doing. 
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I ſhall ſpeak a little by way of Explication 
of the words, and then raiſe the Doctrine 
which I intend to handle. 

$0 ] That is, in giving all diligence to add 
one degree of grace to another, and labouring 
conſtantly to make your calling and election 
ſure; in ſo doing, you ſhall have this promiſe 
made good. 

An entrance | A way into glory ſhall be 
plain, the door of Heaven ſhall be ſet wide 
open, all hindrances ſhall be removed , you 
ſhall have nothing to interrupt your peace, 
your fears ſhall be blown quite over, enemies 
ſilenced 3 all mountains ſhall be levelled, and 
you ſhall ſee by the eye of faith the Gates of 
the New Ferzſalem open to you. * 

Shall be adminiſtred ] though it be future, 
yet it iscertain; wait a while and the joyful 
Meſſenger will come; you ſhall have a ſea- 
ſonable deliverance at death, you ſhall have 
life 3 the Father ſhall imbrace you as Children, 
the Son owne you as his wife, the Spirit de- 
light in you as his habitation and temple, and 
the Angels ſhall ſtand ready to convey your 
ſouls to glory. 

Unto you | you that have been lighted by 
the world ſhall be prized of God ; you that 
- the. wicked world thought not worthy to 
live, Chriſt thinks the world not worthy of 
you 3 you that judged your ſelves not to de- 
ſerve the leaſt mercy, God ſhall give you the 
higheſt and greateſt : all of you that are a 

li- 
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diligent in the ſervice of God, ſhall be faith- 


\ fully rewarded by him; unto you, and none 


but you ſhall this grace and favour be given ; 
when the careleſs luke-warm protefſours ſhall 
have the door ſhut againſt them, it ſhall be 
opened to you. , | 
Abundantly ] you ſhall have no ordinary 
priviledges 3 you ſhall go trivmphing to 
glory; whilcſt Icfs active Chriſtians come 
with a-great deal ot hazard to their port, you 
ſhall come richly laden with graces and com- 
forts top and top gallant into-the Harbour. 
Into the everlaſting Kingdom of owr Lord aud 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt. | You ſhall not necd fear 
the leaving the bed, becauſe you muſt lic in 
the duſt; but glory.in that you ſhall leave the 
dunghil to ſit-in- the Throne 3, the houſe of 
clay to go to the Palace of Godza priſon to go 
toa Kingdom z andthat not a mean one, but a 
glorious one, ſuch as Chriſt enjoys, that 
which he hath purchaſed for and joyntured 
you in, and you need not fear that the great- 
neſs and riches, and glory of it ſhauld expoſe 


It to hazard as it*s-uſual here below. Be of 


chear, you ſhall injoy it as long as Chriſt 
doth, it ſhall never be taken away from you, 
it can't be waſted, impoveriſhcd , or loſt , 


* neither ſhall you be taken from: it by death ; 


but your happineſs ſhall run parallel] with 
Eternity ; as long as Chriſt lives you ſhall not 


| dye, as long as he is happy you can't be mi- 


4 
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{exable; and till God haveloſt his power and 
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faithfulneſs, and Chriſt his love, and Eternity 
become ſhort, you ſhall injoy that reſi, glory 
and happineſs. 

The DoGrine which I ſhall ſpeak to from 
theſe words, is this; 

Dot. That they which uſe their utmoſt dili- 
gence in the things of God all their days, ſhall at 
laſt have an abundant entrance miniſtred to them 
into the Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and 
Sqpiour Feſus Chriſt, 

\  Inthe handling of this Doctrine I ſhall fol- 
low this Method, T ſhall inquire 

1. What kind of diligence it is that is re- 
quired, 

2, What is implyed in that abundant en- 
france. 

3. I ſhall prove it. : 

4. How this is miniſtred unto the Saints. 

5. I ſhall give ſome reaſons of the Point. 

6. T ſhall anſwer one Objection or two. 

7. I ſhall make ſome improvement of all. 

Firſt I ſhall inquire what kind of diligence 
it is, that js requircd as the qualification of 
this promiſe, | 

Negat. 1. It is not a meer external dili- 
gence that will give one a ſufficient title to 
this promiſe z how many are there which 
ſpread out their hands and make many pray- 
ers ? how many that add faſting to their 
prayers, and that ſeem to take ſome pleaſurc 
in the ordinances of God, and ſeemed as well 
pleaſed to hear the Word as to hear the ſyweet- 

Rap el 
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3 crowned with glory. Are thcre not too 
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ef Muſick, or to be preſent when a Set of 
Viols in Conſort arc well handlcd ; yet for all 
this, ſhall he be put off , with deptrt, I know 


* you not, and this ſhall they have at Gods 
: hands to lie down in ſhame ? It's pothble to 


ſeek and not tind, to run and ne*re come to 
the prize, and hght, and yet never to con- 
quer., O how many wear Chrilts Livery, 
and fay they do him ſcrvice, that ſhall re- 


* cieve no wages, but forrow and miſcry ! Iſa. 
+ 1.11,15. Iſa. 58.2. Ezek. 33.31, 32. Lake 


'13. 24. Matth, 7. 21. 


2, Neither will partial diligence have ſuch 
a reward ; How common a thing is it for 
men to pick and choolc in the ſcrvice of this 
great Maſter ? ſuch and ſuch dutics as are 
caſje to call for no great matter of pains or 
ſclt-denyal, and it may be carry a great deal 
of credit and repute with them, f{uch they 
will perform. It to go to Church twice'up- 


'on the Lords day, and to rcad a Chapter at 


night, and deal honcltly and juſtly by their 


; Neighbours 3 it to forbear whoring and 
| drunkenneſs will ſecure them, then a great 


many more would go to Hcaven than are e- 


© ver like tocome there, Mal. 1. 9. Mat. 23. 


23. Luke 18.11. 
3- Neither will diligence for a while, which 
after a little heat ends in flightneſs, formality 


2 and apoſtacy be found that which will have 
= Juch incouragement at death, and ar laſt be 


: 


va 
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many of thoſe which at firſt are very forward 
profeſſors, and ſeem to be greatly in love 
with Chriſt, and zealous for Religion in its 
power 3 but alas, how doth their righteouſ- 
neſs vaniſh like the morning dew? do they 
not quickly forget their firſt love? yea,ſome of 
them which were rcady to pull out their eyes 
for theMiniſters of Chriſt,after 2 while are rea- 
dy to pull out their Miniſters eyes ! It was a 
ſxange alteration in the Jews, to hear them 
one day.crying Hoſannab,and the next,Crucifie 
him,crucifie him one while juſtifying the Lord 
Chriſt, and another while condemning him. 
But yet this is that which we ſee acted over 
and over again too oft in the world 3 bur ler 
not ſuch expe& the commendation of their 
Maſter : Do they not put Chrilt again to o- 
pen ſhame ? and with what face then can ſuch 
look for glory from him ? Mat. 13.19.20,21. 
Hoſ. 6. 4. Gal. 3. 1,3. Heb. 6, 6, Heb. 10: 
29, 38. 

4+ Nor muſt any expe@ by his own works 
to earn ſuch wages : If we could weep and 
pray all our days; it we never beat reſt day 
nor night, but be conſtantly pouring out our 
ſoul to God, and be ingaged every moment 
in cither divine meditation, reading, hearing, 
ſpiritual conference, receiving the Sacrament, 
and divine exerciſe, yet let not ſuch look for 
Heaven as matter of debt and merit. The 
confident and proud Phariſce is more like to 
meet with a repulſe than the humble Publi- 
Cane 
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&an, There is not one Saint in earth, that 
can by all that he can do, make expiation for 
one vain thought, much leſs deſerve fo un» 
ſpeakable a dignity as a crown of glory. Nay, 
there is not one Saint in Hcaven that can ſay, 
this is the Kingdom that my holineſs and di- 
ligence hath procured : it is the rich that are 
like to be ſent empty away. They that ju- 
ſtifhe themſelves, and are pure in their own 
eyes, and ſay chey are rich, and increaſed in 
goods, and have need of nothing, may find 
when it is too late to remedy it, that they 
are poor, and necd every thing, z and inſtead 
of peacc may have their hopes and confidences 
at death ſwept down,Gal. 2. 16. Rom. 3.20. 
Epbeſe 2. 9. Roms. 10. 3. Kev. 3. 207 Prov. 
ZOs 12. 
But poſitively I ſhall ſhew you what dili- 
gence it is that ſhall be ſure of ſuch a re-, 
ward, 
Firſt, It is an internal as well as an exter- 
nal diligence. God is a Spirit, and they that 
worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and 
Truth, God requireth truth in the inward 
parts 3 the underſtanding muſt admire him, 
as well as the tongue ſpeak of him the will 
muſt be for him, and chooſe him as the ulti- 
wate happineſs of the ſoul, as well as the 
knee bow to him 3 the heart muſt love him, 
3s well as the lips praiſe him, or elſe he looks 
upon the man as one that mocks 3 prayer is 
hypocrifie without the keart. In a word, 
al 
br ne 
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all Religion is but a complement, a cheat, a 
lye, except the ſoul be ingaged for God : and 
if the ſoul be in good carneſt, and the mind 
be willing, God calls that a perfect man, and 
you may mark this perte& man, and behold 
this upright one, for the end of that man will 
be pcace : his beginning may. be tears his 
middle wars , ſcars and wounds 3 but the 
day is his, and he ſhall come off bravely with 
flying Colours,and his General's commenda- 
tions a triumphant Conqueſt, and an Eter- 
nal jubilce ſhall be that mans portion. Since- 
rify never wants a reward : uprightneſs and 
Gods preſence go together, John 4. 24. Pſal. 
51. 6. Gal. 6.7. Hoſ. 11. 12. 1 Chron.2$.9. 
Pſ2l. 37. 37. Pal. 140. 13. 

Secondly, It muſt be a ſcriptural and com- 
manded dilig;nce. He that is diligent in fer- 
vice without his Maſters warrant, may inſtead 
of a reward, have that cutting queltion put 

tohim, Who hath required theſe things at your 
hand ? Nothing is acceptable to the Lord, 
but what he hath preſcribed. We are like 
never w be rewarded for any thing, but what 

God hath commanded. Lord.,what wilt thou 
have me to do?is ſtill the language of the faith- 
ful ſervant. Whatſoever hath Gods inſtitu- 
tion Upon it, it is not difputed but obeyed. 
This ſervant his eye is ſtill to the Rule, and he 
judgeth it folly to be wile above that which 
is written, and little leſs than blaſphemy to 

teach God what laws he muſt rule and go- 

| vern 
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vern his Subje&s by. This is that he ſaith to 
himſelf and others, to the Law, and to the 
Teſtimony, The Precepts of God are ſweet to 
him ; theſe he reads upon theſe, he meditates, 
and theſe he deſires to practiſe, He darcs 
not for his ſoul clip or make the great Kings 
coin his deſire is to have reſpect to all Gods 
commands and none elſe, Dewt. 4. 2. Fer. 7. 
31. 1 Sam. 15. 22, Pſal.119.6.Pſal.119.20. 
Pſal. 15. 9. 

Thirdly, It is the utmoſt diligence that is 
required, So we ſhall have this entrance abun- 
dantly miniſtred into the everlaſting K ingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, God is a 
rewarder of them that diligently ſeek ; what 
we do we muſt do with all polhible diligence. 
All the faculties of our ſoul muſt be ingaged 
with all their might for God : He diſparages 
God,Chriſt and Heaven that looks upon them 
as matters to be minded by the by, He 
muſt not look to have the crown that doth 
not ſtrive for it : it is not for nothing that 
Chriftianity is ſet out oft in Scripture, by 
ſuch exprellions, as intimate the greateſt dili- 
gence, fervour, reſolution : and they which 
thus ſeek ſhall find, they which thus run ſhall 
obtain, they which thus fight ſhall trivmph. 
Remember this, Chriſtians, that it cvcr you 
intend to finiſh your courſe with joy, and to 
leave this world honourably, you ſet to your 
work in good earneſt, Our God Souls, Hea- 
ven and Eternity are not things to be dallied 
with 
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with. Heaven and Glory, nay, the peace of 
God in this world will abundantly make a- 
mehds for the utmoſt diligence in all the du- 
tics of Religion, and the utmolt affeion to, 
Heb. 11. 6. Mat. 6. 32. Luk. 13.24, 25, 
Mat. 11. 12. 1 Tim. 6. 12. Eccl.g. 10. 

Fourthly, There muſt be a conſtant dili- 
gence if ever we intend to come off at laſt 
with comfort. We have our Maſters eye 
conſtantly upon us, his cars are alway open 
to hear us, his hand is never weary of help- 
ing of us. Our ingagement and relations to 
God are conſtant,our wages run on conſtant- 
ly , our fouls are always in hazard while 
their great encmy keeps the Ficldz our Advo- 
cate is always making intcrceſhion,and he that 
is not conltant in his ſervice, doth not well 
conſider what comforts he loſeth, what dan- 
gers he expoſeth himſelf to 5 and that it may 
be interpreted that he doth begin to demur 
whether it be worth his while togo on, and 
whether Inviſibles be not tancies, and Reli- 

jon a cheat, and a courſe of finto be prefer'd 
Ffore a life of holineſs: remember the pro- 
miſe is to him that overcometh ; He that in- 
dureth to the end ſhall be ſaved; he that is faith- 
ful to the death, is likely to be crowned with 
acrown of lite. 

O what pity is it that any ſhould be ſo 
fooliſh as to ſet out in the rode to Zion, and 
to t*ce before they are at their journeys end ! 

He, fad a thing is it any ſhould begin well 
PF and 
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and 'end ill ; that ſo many lovely bloſſoms 
ſhould fall before they come to perfection! O 
why do not men and women take that coun- 
ſel which Chriſt giveth us? Why do they 
not ſit down and conlider what the charges of 
Religion may amount to, what ſelf-denyal, 
mortification , watchtulneſs and diligence , 
what ſcoffs and reproaches, what loſſes and 
ſufferings it may coſt them before they come 
to that bleſſed reſt the boſom of | nay Man, 
never take upon thee the profeſſion of Reli- 
gion, Except thou art reſolved to go through 
with it. Never expoſe thy ſelf to the ſcorn of 
the world for the name and to the contempt 
of God, for want of the power of godlineſs. 
Would we have a ſhort happineſs? can you 
be contcrited with a finite glory ? are you 
willing that that word Etcrnal ſhould be lctt 
out of the leaſe of the Saints inheritance ? 
They which expect everlaſting reſt hereafter, 
muſt beconitant in their work here: as Ever- 
laſting is a ſignificant word in the covenant 
that God makes with man, ſo conſtant is a 
word that muſt not be left out in mans Arti- 
cles of ſervice with God 3 and if by patient 
continuance in well doing they ſeck for glory 
and honour, and immortality, they ſhall not 
miſs of the fruit of their hopes and labours , 
Eternal life, Rom. 2. 7. Pſal. 119.112. Mat. 
10. 22, Heb. 6.11.12. Iſa. 49.23. Col. 1. 
22,23. 1 Chbron.28. 7. 

Fifthly and laſtly , this diligence muſ? ;-2 
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accompanied with profound humility 3 pride 
is a fly that will ſpoil the. ſweerelt ointment : 
when we have done all, we muſt ſay and think 
that we are unprofitable ſervants; & look up- 
on it as little Icfs than a wonder of grace that 
ſuch poor ſorry performances are not rejected 
with the greatc{t contempt, and that God 
doth not ſay unto us, What haſt thua to do 
totake my Naine into thy mouth, and adore 
that mercy that will give a look to ſuch vile 
worms ? when David was maſt like a man 
after Gods own heart, he fits down and ad- 
mires God ſhould have any regard t& him, 
2 Sem. 7. 13. Then went King David ini, 
and fate bctore the Lord, and he' ſaid, Who 
am I, O Lord God, and what is my Houſe that 
thor baſt brought me hitherto. And 1 Chron. 
29.14. WhoamlT, and what is my people,that 
we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after this 
fort ? for all things come of thee, and of thine 
own bave we given thee, When Panl is at his 
bighcſ, he is ſtill making humble reflections 
upon Gods admirable and ftvpendious grace, 
and his ow-. unworthinceſs and vileneſs 3 and 
though ſorr.2times he ſpeaks of whathe did, 
yet there was a kind of ncceility for it, and he 
always puts the crown upon the head of 
grace 3 if he doany thing, it is not he but 
Chriſt 3 if he labour more abundantly, and 
ſifler abo-2e meaſure, and be ſucceeded more 
than all the Apottles, he will not glory in it, 
Þ;', fill grace ſhall carry away the praiſe and 
| honeur 
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honour of all, Lak, 17. 10. Fob g. 2,.3.. Gal. 
2.20. 1. Tim. 1. 14. 1 Cor. 15. 10. ' Phil. 5. 


8. 9. | | 

" And thus you ſee I have ſhewed your what 
diligence -it is that {o glorious a reward” is 
promiſed to as an abundant entrance into the 
everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, *Tis not a meer external dili- 
gence, nor a partial diligence, - nor a tempo- 
rary diligence, nor a proud meritorious 
diligence that this promiſe is made to, but an 
internal, ſpiritual, ſcriptural diligence 3 ir is 
the utmoſt diligence wherein the whole ſoul 
and the whole body is ingaged for God z.and 
that with the utmoſt intenſenels and: ftervour 
of ſpirit : and this tor a conſtancy as to an ha- 
bitual inclination and: ſutableneſs to it, and 


after all attributing, the reward not to: debt 
and our merit, but = grace, and counting, 


of our rightcouſnels as hlthy rags, .and :deſi- 
ring to be found, not having our own rightc- 
ouſneſs, which is of the Law, but the righte- 
teouſneſs; of Chriſt which is by Faith, .. 
2, I come now to the (econd thing, 'which 
I propoſed to inquire into, and that-is'this 3 
What is implied in that abundant. entrance 
which ſhall be miniſtred to this diligent Saint 
at laſt, SHR 9 
It ſpeaks no ordinary kindneſs, his privi- 
ledg ſhall not he that of. common believers ; 
not a meer ſate arrival to glory (though that 
alone would infnicely recompence the great« 
| C elt 
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eſtdikgence, zcal and confianty of the higheſt 
Saint thatever: breathed,)r uny, it ſpeaks mat 
only ſuch a fiate wherein they have good 
hopes chrough:grace;! ind their hopes axe far 
greater than their teags but Lomerthiog higher 
thanall this.:: As, 111d» | 

oFirſt, bit-implicth-»a1enfible renovation of 
their/natures,” by whick they fccl their hearts 
waorglit up to a fweet 'connaturality, to:d 
vine things. How :do:theyrtecl their thoughts 
making, out with treedom, atter ſpiritual mats» 
try! /how ſutable is;itaow: to ithem to: att 
for!Gad., to Uctign thimvin all things? /how 
much of :fpicituality ur their diſcoloſe?: Even 
all chey do: hath:atfavonrietiReligion/ invit;: O 
what warmth anlite 85:chere inall theirper- 
formances ! they fill ipovery duty, every re» 
Jation,; every action with-grace 3 -and-though 
a vein of {Religion /zun quoughtall: they :do, 
yer'it as: not forced,/ except you. will icall- the 
Power ofa new nature; aforces 'andithe con» 
{ixaining/influence-.of dove 40 Chriſt, aio» 
lence. Now rthe-man:lis able to ſpeak that 
from-rhis experience , that the commands of 
Chaiſt are:not grievous, nor his yoak heavy : 
henowknows what itlmeans to have the Law 
of God written in his-heart,, and from an'in- 
ward vital principle to at with freedom, ..de- 
light; -and-conſiancy; for (God : The :chains 
are now in a great meaſure knock'd off, 'and 
hisiforrt 15 ſer ar liberty,'.and now heisableto 
run and not be weary, to walk and not to 
| faint, 
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faint, and to mount up with wings like an 
Eagle. He now feels what it is to love the 
Lord with all his heart and foul, and Rrength, 
and might 3 and heis able to make his appeal 
to him that knoweth all things,that he knows 
that he loveth him : and now it is no diffi- 
© F cult thing for him to deny himſclf to do or 
; $ fſafferany thing for God. How warm is his 

3 love, and what a flame is there in his affei- 
ons to God ? how ſtrong is his faith ? how 
lively his hope ? how great his patience ? how 
wh, regular and conſtant is his zeal ? with 
what meeknelſs, and {weetnels, and cha- 
rity doth he carry it to all men, 3 but cſpeci- 
ally ta them which are of the houſhold of 
faith? In a word, how ſoberly, rightcouſly 
'and godly doth the man demean himſelf; and 
how great a conformity is there in him to the 
great rule, the Word, the great pattern the 
Lord Chriſt, and his own great hopes, a life 
of perfe& holineſs and happineſs, in. a bleſſed 
Eternity! And is all this a ſmall matter ? this 
Saint ſeemeth now to look a little like the 
Child of ſuch a Father, as God 3; the Subject 
of ſucha King, as Chriſt the Spouſe of that 
W glorious and incomparable Bridegroom, the 
1- Prince of Peace : And now he is able to ſay, 
> Come, and I will tell y on what God hath 
15 done for my foul 3 This Captain hath made 
id his-Encmies to fly, now fin hath no dy- 
minion over him, ,and hc doth no more que- 
tion the truth of his grace, than he doth his 
C 2 own 
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own being,..- © bleſſed fate !'. how tvegly , 


cheartully- and honourably muſt ſuch a-one 
walk : and...this is the firſt thing that is 


implied in that abundant entrance that 3% 


ſhall be miniſtred to the diligent Saint 3 he 
(hall feel his heart ſuited to God in a far grea- 
ter meaſure than before,z and this is an ex- 


ccllent preparatory for glory ; by this he is | 


made meet for an inheritance' amongſt the 
Saints, Pſal. 119. 16, 35. Pſatl. 19. 10, Iſa. 
64. 5. Prov. 3.17. 1 Fobn 5.3: "y 
Secondly, It implies a lively ſenſe, of the 
pardan of all his fins 3 : he hath. heard the Loxd 


Chriſtas it were, whiſpering that word i his | 


ear, Son, be of good chear, thy ſins are forgiven. 
He knows through grace that he hath repen- 
ted & believed,and he doth not at all queſtion, 
but that his ſins are blotted outz6& this cannot 
be but a time of refreſhing to his ſoul. Time 
was that his fins did tare him in the face, and 
the iniquity. of his hecls did compaſs him 
about, Time was that he was under the ar- 
reſts of juſtice, Gods Hue and Cry did over- 
take him 3 conſcience did apprehend and lay 
chains upon him, and many Indiqments were 
brought in againſt him 3 but hisgreat Advo- 
cate hath quaſhed the Indictment 3 his Surcty 
hath paid the debts, and all the demands of 
juſtice are ſatisfied 5 and now who can lay a- 
ny thing to the charge of this perſon? it is 
Chriſt that juſtifieth , who can condemn ? 
And is not this a deſirable ſtate ? what would 
{ome 
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ſome poor Debtors giveto be'clear of their 
Creditors? what would ſome guilty Sinners 
give for-an aſſurance of forgiveneſs ? what 
more welcome to the Maletaftor than a Par- 
don ? Bleſſed is the man to whom the Lord im- 
puteth not bis ſin ! Bleſſed is be whoſe iniquity 
is forgiven, Now no fear of Hell; that fre 
is quenched by the'blood of Chriſt he is 
now ſure he ſhall be delivered from the wrath 
to. come, Heb. 8.12. Atis 3. 19. Pſal. 32.1,2. 
Fam. 5.15. Rom. 8. 32, 
'\Thirdly, It implicth asa conſequent of the 
former peace with God, Rom, 5. 1. Being ju- 
ſtefied by faith we bave peace with God, through © 
our” Lord Feſus Chriſt. Now God is no lon- 
ger an enemy, but a friend; nay, a God in 
Covenant, a Father : ' and what a priviledge 
this is, is beyond the tongue of an Angel to 
expreſs 3 fo that now the ſoul may cry out 
with juſt admiration with the Apoſtle, Behold 
what manner of love the Father bath beſtawed 
upon us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of 
God : now are we the Sons of G OD, 
and- it doth not yet appear, what we 
ſhall bez but we know that when hz ſhall ap- 
pear,/we ſhall be Ihe him , for we ſhall ſee him 
4 beis, Children 'of God ! Lord, what a 
word ' 1s that,' is not- the Lord afhamed to be- 
their Father ? ſure #t he be their Father, they 
ſhalknot want : 'he will feed, cloath, provide 
for,” match and portion them3- if Children, 
then Heirs, Heirs of God, -and joint-hcirs 
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with Chriſt, -2 Cor. 6. 16, 18. r Fobn 3. 1;2, 
Rom.8.14. Heb.12. 7. Pſal.25.10. Pſal.23.r. 
Fourthly, This abundant entrance implieth 
yet farther a being looſed from all fears of 
death, atd' = trivmphant looking into the 
grave, and beyond it into - Eternity 3 how 
caſie a thing is it now to die ? how confidently 
can the man meet the King of terrours ? 
Death hath now loſt his ſting. the Grave its 
darkneſs and horrour'z and the Believer can 
now fay with courage and joy, Now death 
do thy work, aſſoon as thou wilt 3 my ſoul is 
ready tor its light, throvgh mercy my work 
15 not now to do3 I can ſpeak it trom my 
heart, O Death, where is thy (ting ? O Grave, 
where is thy victory? Nc is able to ſpeak in the 
Janguage of that blefſed 'Saint 3 Now let thy 
ſervant depart in peace , for mine eyes have ſeen 
tby ſalvation, Death is now a friend, and not 
an enemy. © O how T long, faith this faithfal 
one, to ſee that which moſt dread , when he is 
in health, he thinks with joy of ſickneſs, 
when he is ſick, he could be very well conten- 
ted to be ſicker 3 when heart and flcſh,and all 
fail, he knows that God will not fail him, but 
is his portion for ever. He can ſpeak of his 
winding-fheet and burial, and rottennels, 'as 
a harmleſs reſt which will renew-his ſtrength, 
as knowing that theſe vile bodies ſhall be like 
unto the glorious body of the Lord Chritt ; 
He is glad at heart to fee the ſymptomes of his 
diffolution, and he goes into Eternity with 
as 
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as much content and fitisfaction, as the-be- 
trothed” Virgin goes-ro ker maryiage, .ov tho 
Labovrer tb receive his: wapes, orthe vidto= 
ridusSo0ukifer into the preſence ot his Prince. 
And what can make-that 'miay miſcrable-that 
is lifted up above the tears of deathy and de- 
res of lifes that can'think of deathjndgment 
and eternity joytully'? "1: Cyr, 15. 55. * Lake 2. 
29.2 Cor. $. 1, 2, 3,4: Phil. t. 23; 

1 Fifthly; -Amother 4 that is implied- in 
this dhuntlant entrance into the everlaſting king- 
Hom of our Lind and $aviour Feſas Chratt , 1s 
this 3: + more clear 'diftint apprehention of 
fpiritual* and inivifible Objects, and. a more 
ſenſible experience of 'the reality of Goſpel- 
mykterics 3 3 How low and childith are the con- 
ceptions, that a-child ot'God hath of God and 
all his Arrributes. of Chxift and/all his Ofti- 
ces and Relations. ,' When he is inchis-infancy 
and minority ,- to: xwhat he doch when' ho 
comes to this ſpiricual Manhood! - he. now 
looks with Stephen's:cyes, he beholds the glory 
of God, and the Lord Chriſt, fitting at the zight 
hand of God *: he ſometimes faw:.,, as 4t 
were; darkly ; but: now with open face, be- 
holding. as m a'Glafs, the'glory: of :thoLord 
changed- irito'the fame i image -trom'glory- to 
plory,even as by the Spirit of che I:z2athHow 
adrilrably doth the man - now! difcourttt of 
Heaven,;'as if he had fome' of 'PanksMitremy'! 
how: highty doth he extolF thar:geodipiiond; 
as if he lkood upon 2 top 'of PiſetYihow 
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excellently doth he ſet forth the beanties of 
Chriſt, as if he had been upon the Mount , 
and had' ſeen him transfigured, or had lain 
in his imbraces, x Cor. 13, 11. . 2 Cor. 3.18. 
2 Tim, 2.7. Prov, 28. 5. 

Sixthly , Another thing that makes his 
paſſage mto Eternity 'more glorious, is a 
lively, full, well-grounded afſurance of his 
intereſt in the Eternal Inheritance 3 all that I 
have ſaid had been but a fancy,.a deluſion, a 
miſery without propriety 3 and propriety 
that is not known loſeth its ſweetneſs, But 
not to -uriderſtand, the things that-are, graci- 
ouſly given and upon good grounds:to be a+ 
ble to fay, All this is mine 3. To ſpeak what 
David did, and to bc able to make.it good , 
The Lord is my portion ;, to call God Father , 
and ) Chriſt Redeemer, and Heaven his Inhe- 
ritance; and to be able to ſhew the evidences 
of all, and toclear ones claim 3 O. that*s he 
rich- H&ir 'indeed-! how doth ſuch a one -re- 
joice whey he reads his Fathers Will and Te+ 
ſtament, in which ſo glorious an. eſtate is gi- 
ven to, and ſ{ctled upon hun for ever !, when 
he ſeriouſſy conſiders what a doleful undone 
condition moſt are in: ! and what a difference 
grace hath made between him and them,when 
he: contemplates what . he hath in-hand, and 
what in reverſion, and how well all is lecured, 
uporiithe promiſe .and-oath of the:moſt-High ; 
the unchangable nature of God, the death of 
tho, Teſtator, ſo that Earth and Hell por 
1592.9 rob, 
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rob, cheat, or wrong him, and Heaven will 
not! When he conſiders ſeriouſly the great= 
neſs, the nearne(s, thecertainty, and the Eter- 
nity of his glory; how can it chooſe but 
bring a little heaven unto his ſoul, and even 
antedate the glorics ot that future world, as 
much as man is capable of bearing them in 
this mortal ſtate, Heb. 10.22. Cant. 2. 16. 
Pſal. 16.5. 1 Fobn 3. 2,19,21. 1 Fobn 4, 
13, Pſal.73.25,26. 2 Tim. 4.8. 

Seventhly, And to make the glory, yet if 
poſfible, {till-far greater upon earth, and the 
Saints have an abundant entrance into the ever- 
laſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Feſis 
Chriſt , it is required, that the Spirit ſhould 
witneſs with his Spirit, that he is the Child of 
God, and fillhim with joy unſpeakable, and 
full of glory: And this is the very highctt 
pitch on this {ide glory z this is the carneſt of 
the inheritance 5 'this 1s little leſs than a 
draught of thoſe Rivers, and that fountain of 
pleaſure, which is at the right band of God for 
evermore. Now the man 1s a little able to tell 
you - what that white ſtone means, and that 
new name which none knows, ſave he -that 
hath ithe is.as it were, lifted up into the third 
Heaven, and ſees, and hears things unuttera- 
ble : now his affections are too big to be 
cloathed with words; he loves, he rcoyceth, 
he admireth, he adorceth God, and he is in a 
ſpiritual ſtrait between Gods ſervice here 
and glory above, that he ſcarce knows what 

to 


[26] 
todo 3 ſometimes he is ſo full of praiſe, that he 
can't be at leiſure todo any thing, but praiſe 
and magnihe that rich grace that hath done 
ſuch wonders for him, that hath looked upon 
{o vile a creature, and taken him into his bo- 
ſom. O what is man, that God ſhould be mind- 
ful of him, and the Son of man that he ſhowld 
vifit him ? and then he turns himſelf tro God, 
and breaks forth into Hallelujahs, Bleſizg, and 
honour, and glory, and praiſe be to him tht fits: 
zepon the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and . 
ever. And again, he faith, Hallelujah 3 What 
ſhall T render to the Lord for all bis goodneſs, ten 
thouſand praiſes to the King of Saints for his in- 
comparable kindneſs to a poor worm | Lord , 
Who am I, that the Lord ſhonld deal 
thus familiarly with me! why me, Lord, 
why me, and paſs by - thouſands ? even 
{o- Father, for it ſeemeth good in thine 
eyes. O the glory, the tranſcendent, the'ex- 
cellent glory -that I feel! O what a fight do I 
ſee! Smre this is no other than the gate of Hea- 
ver , ſure I am now in the very” ſuburbs of - 
the New Fer:yſalem ! Love and praiſe 15 now 
my buſineſs. O magnifie the Lord with me , 
come let us exalt his Name together; tet us makebis 
praiſe glorious;let us ſhout for joy,and triumph in 
his goodneſs. Come all ye Inhabitznts of the world- 
and praiſe him ;, let everything that hath breath 
praiſe him ;, let the mountains and hills praiſe 
bim , let the ſeas praiſe him, and the floads 
clap their hands, Come let us rejoice toge- 
ther, 
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cher, che Lord hath found his poor prodigal; 
the Father fallen upon his neck and kifſed 
him 3 and his kifſes are like Heaven, and his 
love worth ten worlds ; Come help me to 
love and praiſe him 3 come help me, -© ye 
mighty Angels, you underftand and are well 
$killed in this work 3 let all praiſe him, alFs 
too little 3 and if ten Heavens of Angels, and 
ten thouſand worlds of Saints ſhould all praiſe 
him, it would be inhnitely ſhort of that glory 
and praiſe that is due to his Name. - Well, I 
am contented to be overcome 3 I am raviſhed, 
and yet I am willing to be ſo : the love, the 
beauty,the riches of that incomparable, royal, 
glorious One, makes all the Crowns of the 
world dirt 3 their beautics, delormity, their 
excecllency, afhadow, a bubble, nothing. Tam 
over-powred 3 that far more excecding and e- 
ternal weight of glory begins to reſt upon my 
head. O take time away,O how I long tor E- 
ternity,and then I could bear that weight bet. 
ter. I want nothing now but an actual and 
eternal poſſefl;on 3 Come, Lord Feſis, come 
quickly ;, mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation \, now 
let thy ſervant depart in peace. But yet I am 
not ſo haſty, but that ] am heartily willing 
to ſtay thy leifure 3 it thou haſt any doing or 
ſuffering work, any thing that may promotc 
thy glory, and the intereit of thy Son, Lord, 
ſend me, I am ready, only bear thy poor crea- 
ture company, and according to thy Word , 
be with thy ſervant, and 1 am willing, come 
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reproaches, ſcoffs, bands, ſcourgings , racks, 
all's nothing, count not my lite:dear,{o I may 
ſerve this Maſter, I can do all things, but itis 
all from grace , thanks be to: Chrift that 
ſtrengthens me : if he ſhould withdraw, I 
ſhould be as faint and weak as:another man. 
Chriſt is my All, and to: him will I give all 
glory.praiſc, love and obedience;thus the fowl 
15 ſo ſiraitned, that it can't tell what'to do z/it 
is taken up with God, his glory and praiſe ; 
and yet his honour upon carth; and:themiſe-: 
rable {tate of poor beſotted finners, -muſt not 
be forgottenz with what pity and bowels 
doth this Saint look down -upon /the fran» 
tick world! with - what affetion doth 
he bemoan their madneſs, that: make no» 
thing of all this glory, that can {corn this joy; 
as it it were but the cffe&t of-a diftempered 
fancy. © faith ke, that 'you did- but; know 
what I know, and {ce with my-cyes !. O that 
I could but tell you what 1 feel and experi- 
ence, I will venture my. ſalvation-uponit; that 
the joys of the Holy Ghoſt are infinitely more 
ſwcet than thoſe carnal delights, that you are 
fo much taken up with... O. do but' try, 
Otaſte and ſee how good the Lord is': and if up- 
on a thorough trial, you do not find -it better 
than 1 can expreſs , and. you repent your 
choice, then ſay the Bible was falſe,that Saints 
23e miſtaken, and Religion is a' cheat 3/ but 
ti} you have tried what a lite of holinels is, 
do not condemn it 3 till you know what ex- 
cellency therc is in God and Chriſt, do not rc- 
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jet them till you underſtand what the peacc 
of God is, donot laugh at it, as it it were a 
fancy. ' O come, look upen a dying man 
and wonder3' 1 challenge you amongſt aſl 
your gallant champions to bring, onc that can 
look death in the face with ſuch joys T 
thallenge allyour ſenſual Epicures to tell mc 
what pleaſures are-to be comparcd tv what a 
Bcliever ſometimes is feaſted with , and then 
he falls upon them with carnclinels,and plcads 
with them -for their poor fouls fake, not fo 
fooliſhly to undervalue that which is of ſuch 
unſpeakable worth. O why will you die? 
what do'you-mear to feed like ſwine, when 
you may be feaſted: with the children ? what 
doyou think will be the end of your carnal 
pleaſures, will they end in ſuch triumphant 
joys? . and ſo heſpeaks a good word for God 
and-if in ſuch a bleſſed ttate one can be (ad, 
and: 'a man within fight of Heaven can be 
grieyed, he is troubled that every body doth 
not-love; admire, and ſerve God at the ſame 
or a better rate, than himſelf. And thus he 
continues waiting and longing, and yet pa- 
_ tiently looking for his Maticrs coming, ; and 
when he cometh, O how welcome is hc ! 
how chearfully and joyfully doth he rciign t:; ; 
ſpirit ! how confidently doth he appear be- 
fore God as one that he was no {tranger ta! 
never did child after ſome abſence in a tir 
Country more gladly come to his Fathers 
honſe, never did loving wile entertain her 
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tender husband with more content 3 never 

did loyal Subject come into his Princes pre- 
ſence with more pleaſure, than this preciovs 

Aoul doth go to God ! Epbeſc 1.13,14. Ephbeſ. 
4. 30. 1Pct. 1.8. Ef. 61. 10, Cant, 1. 4, 
Cant. 2.3. Pſal. 63.3. Heb. 6. 18. Pſal.5.12. 
Toby 14.18. Ef. 51.12. 

And thus I have ſhewed you what this a- 
bundant entrance into the Everlaſting Kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt doth im- 
ply. It implics a ſenſible renovation of their 
natures and a {weert ſutablencls to God , 
a lively ſenſe of the pardon of all our fins, and 
a peace with God, a being lifted above fears, 
a more clear and diſtin apprehenſion of in- 
viſibles, as to their reality and excellency, and 
a wcll-groundcd afſurance of our propriety & 
interelt in the great things of another world, 
and of the nearneſs of the poſſeſhon and the e- 
eternity of injoyment,&the ſpirit ſealing up the 
ſfoulto the day of redemption,& filling it with 
joy unſpeakable, & full of glory. And is it now 
worth the while to be a Chriſtian ? is their la- 
bour in vain, and thcir pains without ſome 
fruit?bleſſed are thepeople that atc in ſuch a caſe, 
yea, bleſſed are the people whoſe God is the Lord, 

Thirdly, The next thing I promiſed to do, 
was, to demonſtrate and prove, that the Saint 
that is thus diligent, as I mentioned. ſhall have 
ſich a glorious extrance miniſtred to him, into 
the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and $ aviour 
Feſus Chriſt , what doth the Scripture prove 

more 
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tnorefully, Ef. 3. 10. Say to the righteous , it 


ſhall be well with them for they ſhall eat the 


fruit of their doings : and will God expoſe 
the reputation of his Prophets, and com- 
mand them to ſpeak that in his Name, which 
he will notſce made good to a tittle? Fohn 14, 
21. Hethat hath my Commandments, and keep- 
eth them, be it is that loveth me \ and he that 
boveth me ſball be loved of my Father; and 1 
will love him,and Manifeſt my ſelf unto him Pſal. 
119. 165. Great peace have they that love thy 
law, and nothing ſhall offend them, 1 Cor.2.9. 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath 
it entred into the heart of man to conceive the 
things which God bath prepared for them which 
love him. Pſal. 37. 37. Mark the perfe&, and 
bebold the upright \ for the end of that man is 
peace, Multicudes of Scriptures ſpeak the 
ſame thing, and that which God hath ſpoken, 
Saints have experienced : Ask David whether 
God hath ever been worſe than his Word , 
and he will* tell you truly, God is good wnto 
Iſrael ; even to them that are of an upright 
beart, Pſal. 73. 1. And upon this account, he 
is ſtill calling upon all to love, truſt and obcy 
him, and tells them, however he might ſome- 
times be under a temptation and miltake, yct 
that it is good for him to draw nigh to God, 


'Ver.28, Upon this account, he calls to all to 


bleſs & magnifie the Lord with him,Pſa/.3.4. 
What is it makes Pal to long, to be diſſolved ? 
what cauſeth him to ſpeak of death as an in- 

noccnt 
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nocent harmleſs thing ? whence is it that that 
good old Saint faith, Now let thy ſervant de. 
Part in peace, but becauſe his eyes had ſeen his 
fatrvation ? Are there many not thouſands of 
the people of Godthat have been able to ſub- 
{cribe to- theſe truths? It may be they were 
fometimes ſowing in tears, but when the 
harveſt of death came, they reaped a.crop of 
conſolation 3 what elſe meant their joys and 
praiſe in ſickneſs, pains, death? there are a 
great many as well as David, that could ſay, 
that God was their exceeding joy, Pſal.43. 4. 
Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning, Pfal. 30.5. It's the duty 
and priviledge of the Saints of God to rejoice 
and ſhout for joy, Pſal.32.11., And how can 
they chooſe but rejoice when God is theirs; 
and if God be for them, who can be againſt 
them. This, this is that which hath made 
the people of God, even burſt out into praiſes, 
when ſome carnal people did even wonder 
how they could hold from curfing. Come, 
faith one, and I will tcll.you, what God hath 
done for my ſon] ; thanks be to God for his 
unſpeakable gift, ſaith another. O bleſſed be 
God for a Chriſt and a pardon, I would not 
now be to live for a world. O how glad am 
I, that death is ſo near z but why ſhould I talk 
of death, it's too harſh a word, TI thall reſt, 1 
ſhall Nleep in the boſom of the Lord, I ſhall 
not dic but live. O., faith another, if this be 


dying, dying is ſweet! Welcome the will of 
God, 


God, ſaith another : and hor many of the di- 
ligent ſcrvants of Chriſt could as willing]y lie 
down in their graves as in: their bzds; Sirs, 
have none of you been eyc and car witneſſes 
of ſuch} things as theſe ? did you never 
{ce one thar hath reccived the ſentence of 
death from his Doctor, as chcartully as the 
condemned Malctactour hath a Reprieve or 
Pardon ? did you never hcar one that had 
but little breath ipcnding ot it in ſinging and 
praiſe ? it you have noty I thank God II have 
more than once or twice. And doth not all 
this prove, That the diligent ſhall have his 
reward ; and that the active Saint ſhall have 
an abundant entrance into glory. Sure if it 
hath been ſo frequently promiſed , and fo ofe 
experienced, there is little reaſon why any 
one ſhould doubt, . but it ſhall be ſo ſtill, Gods 
arm is not - weakened, his affections to holi- 
neſs are not abated, neither 15 his treaſure in 
the leaſt leſſened 3 what he hath done he will 
do, and we may with very good reafon ar- 
gue from paſt experience to future expetta- 
tions, 

Fourthly, I com? now to the next thing 
which I propoſed to ſpcal co, and chat is to 
inquire how this ab:-#dant entrance is minitred 
into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord aud $ as 
viour Feſus Chrijt. 

Firft, God doth it by ſhutting ont what- 
ſoever may interrupt the joytul and triums 
phant paſſage ot the Believer to his glorious 
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reſt : All the mountains ſhall be levelled, and 
crooked things made firaight z whatſoever 
may hinder his ſmooth and eaſie progreſs, is 
in a great meaſure removed 3 the mountains 
of ſins are caſt into the depth of the Sea, his: 
miquitics are done 'away as a cloud, and his 
tranſgrellions as a thick cloud : fins power 
is quite weakened, and it lies now gaſping 
ready to fetch his laſt breath 3 the Conſcience 
is fully p2cited, the demands of the Law are 
ſatisfxed, the blood ob Chriſt hath quite clea-- 
xed the ſcore, the Surety hath received an 
acquittance, Chriſts Reſurrection and Aſcen- 
tion to glory was his full diſcharge, and he 
hath given an acquittance alſo to the ſinner, 
and promiſed to ſecure him for ever again(t 
all the Creditors, and to keep off all Arelits ; 
now he need not fear, Satan is Flenced, the 
great accuſer hath done his worſt, and now | 
he is caſt out, and who can lay any thing to 2? 
the charge of this elect one? it's Chriſt that | 
juſtifies, who can condemn ? Rom.$.32, Time © 
was the poor Debter durſt ſcarce look: out of 
doors for fear of the Serjcant 5 he was in con- 
' tinua] fear of being apprehended, impri- © 
foned, arraigned , caſt, condemned, and | 
executed ; but he is now ſecured a- | 
gainſt all, Theres no condemnation to them 
which are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 8,1. He's now | 
a free-man 3 and therefore a glad man : now | 
he can walk amongſt bones and skulls with- | 
out any drcad.,the grave hath now loſt its hor- 

rour 3 
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rour 3 it's now but a cloſe Chamber to ſleep 
ſecurely in till the wedding cloaths are quite 
made, and the Manſion houſe ready, and the 
Bridegroom and retinue ſhall come to awa- 
ken him, Iſa, 44.22. Col. 2.14, 15. Gal. 3. 
13. Rom. 5. 19. Rom. 4.25. 2 Cor. 5.19.21, 
Heb.10. 11,12,14,18,19,20,21,22.Heb,8.12, 
Secondly, God doth miniſter to the dili- 
gent Saints an entrance into the everlaſtin 
Kingdom of our Lord and $xmonr Feſus Chriſt, 
as by ſhutting; out and removing what might 
hinder their joyful paſſage, ſo by opening 
what might haſten and ſweetcn their way 3 
He opens his Book, and let's them ſee theif 
names written there, he opens the promiſes, 
and Jets them read what he hath given them 
them there. All the great and precious pro- 
miſes are to them, Tea and Amen, truly fultil- 
led and fulfilling 3 the great Records of Hea- 
ven are unſealed to kim , and he is made to 
underttand that God had a deſign of kindneſs 
upon him bcfore the foundations of the 
world; he beheld the very arms and boſomof 
the Father opened ready to imbrace him, he 
hears a (weet voice as it were ſounding in his 
car, Come, my Child, entcr into thy Chambcr 


© and hide thy ſelf, till my indignatian be over, 


Ef. 26. 20; His eycs arc now opened, and 
he is anointed with that ſpiritual eye-ſalve, 


$ and his underſtanding is inlightened wandcr- 
8 fully : he hath reaſon, faith,the word, the ſpi- 


rit togive him light : Mcthinks he looks like 
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a King in his triumphant Chariot .going of 
his progreſs; how pleaſint is his journey ? 
now which way ſoever he loo!ts, he ſees mat- 
ter of joy and praiſe, and that which doth 
make his paſſage glorious : it he look back» 
ward, he remembctrs with comforts the Bat- 
tels that have been tonght under his valiant 
Captain 3 he beholds the Egyptians dead up- 
on the ſhore, he ſees Shox King of the Amo- 
rites, and Og the King of Buſhan ſubdued ; 
he is now almoſt come out of the wilderncſs, 
now he is out of danger of the Lions, Bears 
and Serpents ; he ſces the Field quite cleared, 
except here and there a gaſping enemy that 
licth bleeding of his mortal wounds 3 and he 
can now fay, as Paxl,'2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. I have 
Fought the good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, 
1 have kept the faith; henceforth there #s laid 
- for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs , which 
the Lord the Righteous Fude ſhallgive me at that 
* day; and not to me only, but unto al them alſo 
that love his appearing. O how ſweet a thing 
is it to remember the yzars of the right hand 
of the moſt High : at ſuch a place the Lord 
firſt began in mercy,to take hold of me 3 at as 
nother he came in with ſcaſonable ſupplies, | 
and there he woo'd me, and aftcr a while he 
got my hcart! O I would not for a world 
that the work were undone; it was the beſt 
days work that I ever made finceI was born ; | 
then, then Chriſt betrothed me to himſclt, and 


fince that I have been fed richly, and | 
lircng- | 
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ſtrengthened greatly , and in ſome meaſure 
been inabled to walk before the Lord in intc- 
grity and uprightneſs of heart 3 and then he 
looks inward, and there he ſecs the glorious 
workman-ſhip of God , the Image ot Chrilt 
upon every faculty of the foul, every room 
richly furniſhed by the great King, fince he 
came to dwell with him ; and now his body 
and ſoul is imployed tor nobler uſe than be- 
fore; and he bcholds grace in the inward 
parts 3 their faith, love, joy, hope, he is all 
glorious within like the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt : he looks upward, and bchold, thicre 
is the glorious habitation of his Father ; there 
is kis treaſure, cltate z there is his Lord and 
dcar Redcemer 3 there are all his truc triends, 
or there they will beere long, : he looks for- 
ward, and lo, a cloud of witneſſes that arc 
running before him; he looks beyond the 
grave into a bleſſed cternity, and it's no ſmall 
pleaſure to him to. think, that this vile body 
ſhall be made like unto the glorious body oft 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; it doth not a little 
comfort him to know that this mortal ſhall 
put on immortality, and this corruptible ſhall 


3 put on incorruption , and death. ſhall be 


ſwallowed up of victory. Yea, the very 
thoughts of the diſſolution of this world are 
delightful to-him 53 with what comfort doth 
he meditate upon that approaching day,whcn 
the carth ſhall burn like an oven, and the clc- 


g ment. (hall melt with: fervent heat, and the 
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grave ſhall be opened, and the earth and 
lea ſhall give up their dead, and the Angels 
ſhall gather the Ele& from the four quarters 
of the earth 3 and how triumphantly ſhall 
they meet the Lord in the clouds; and what 
a brave ſhout will all the Sons of God give, 
when they ſhall ſee that glorious beautiful 


One ; and that day they ſee not very far off, | 


they do with joy behold his Harbengers 
coming to make ready for his appearance : it 
= lite into his dyties, and quickens his 

ope to {ee Chriſt, as it were, onward on his 
journey to fetch him, and he thinks of judg- 
ment with the greateſt content of all, when 
all the Attributes of God ſhall be ſo much 
glorified, Chriſt ſo admired, and compleatly 


injoyed, and himſelf fully acquitted and ſta- | 


red in unſpeakable glory 3 and then he looks 
round about him, and beholds moſt of the 
world in a miſerable, Chriitleſs, and almoſ 
hopeleſs ſtate except a miracle of mercy ſpec- 
dily convert them, they are as ſurely damned, 
as God is happy 3 and who made me to differ! 
O admirabte grace ! Hallelujah, bleſſed and 
for cver bleſſed be God,that look'd upon ſuch 
a. one, and paſſed by thouſands : and then he 


(GT eye, 


looks downward, and there he ſees by faith, F 


Millions in that dreadful priſon, and the door 


ſhut upon them, and himſelf at liberty, and | 
and the door of Gods Houſe, the Gates of | 


the New Feruſalem, the boſom of Chriſt open 


ears 


to himz and how can all this chooſe, but ad- | 
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miniſter abundance ot conſolation to this 
man 3 can ſuch one as this is be ſad? Is it 
pothble for him to keep his heart from love, 
joy and light, and his congue from praiſes ? 
And thus God doth minitter an abundant 
entrance to the diligent Saint, by opening, his 
own arms, and the Believers cyes, and ſhew- 
ing him ſuch things are even unutterably 
exccllent,infinitcly defirable,eternallyglorious, 
Pſ1l.25.14. Rev.z.7. 2 Cor.3.18.Epbeſc1.18, 
1 Fobu 5,20.Eph.3.16178,119.Rom.6.56,14. 

Thirdly, A Saints journcy home 1s made 
more comtortsble, and his entrance to that 
City more {wcet, his voyage more pleaſant 
by the admirable proviſions that are laid him 
in, to iced upon in the Road. Bclicve it, 
Sirs, a Saint hath rarc tare, gallant chcar, and 
rich diet, and all at frec colt ; hc is tcaited alt 
the day long 3 he is brought ott into the ban- 
queting-houſe, and hath the raxcit, the coft- 
lieſt, the wholſomelt dice, that which is moit 
hearty and ſtrengthening, that which is molt 
dainty and pleaſant, and the greateſt variety, 
and nothing is wanting that may make his 
ſtate happy, except a' full injoyment of 
glory it ſelf. The Lord givcs him all the 
experiences of his power and, gopd- 
neſs to his Churches in former ages 
to feed his hopes on 3 nay, many choice pro- 
vidences,many anſwers of prayers, many fore- 
talts of glory, many ordinances, eſpecially that 
great one of the Lords Supper, in which 
D 4 Chrith 
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Chriſt and all his benefits are ſerved up in a 
royal diſh for to refreſh and feaſt , the faith, 
hope, and love of the Saints : and that which 
{weetens all, is this 3 he knows that all this is 
but a little, to what he ſhall ſhortly live upon 
when he comes to the Marriage-Supper; then 
he ſhall always be feafted and never glutted, 
nor ſurfeited 3 and betfides all this, he hath 
the ſweet and refreſhing incomes ot the ſpirit, 
filling him with ſuch true pleaſure, that he 
can eaſily ſpare,the ſumptuouſcit Banquet, the 
noblc{t Featt, and highctt worldly delights, as 
inhni:ely ſhort ot one kours treatment in his 
great Friends Chamber : ar d it this be his cn- 
tertainment in the Inn, what ſhall he have at 
the Court ? if this hcavenly Manna be his 
food in the Wilderneſs, at what a rate is he 
tike to live when he comes into Canaan? if 
this be the proviſion of the Way, what is that 
of the Country ? Iſz. 25.6. Prov. g. 2. Cant, 
2.4. Pſal.23.1, &c. Joba 6.55. Pſal. 74, 
14. 

Fourthly, That his entrance may 
be abundantly glorious, God doth ſend 
out his bl:iſed Meſſengers and Servants to 
guide and direct them, and to comfort and 
incourage them, and to lead them ſafely and 
Joyfully ro his Palace. Sometimes God ſends 
a word and guides him by his Counſel, till 
he hath brought him to glory 3 at another 
time, his Miniſters are ſent to do the work 
of inferioux Angels, to preach glad tidings of 
| great 
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great joy, to open the treaſures of divine love 
to him, and to ſhew him Chriſt, Righteouſ- 
nels, and their Juſtitication 3 the Righteoul- 
neſs that is imparted to them, and their San- 
Qification, their royal Robes, and the Bride- 
groom, and to help to drels them tor glory 
{ometimes the Saints and tcllow Chriſtians are 
ſent out to viſit & congratulate his nearncſsto 
the Kingdom, and to {end him off with a vol- 
ley of praiſes into a happy eternity, and to 
compleat all to expreſs his love 3 yet farther 
the great King ſcads his own Attendants and 
Chariot, the bleſſed Angels to briag their 
precious ſouls aſſoon as ever they lcave thoſe 
manſions of clay into his own blcfied pre- 
ſence; and O how glad of this Ofhce! how 
ſwcetly do thoſe miniliring Spirits warble out 
thcir praiſcs at thcir Marriage and Coronati- 
on,who were ſo glad at thcir converſion ! 1/a. 
30.21, Job33.23. Luke 16.22, 

Fifthly and laſtly, To make thcir cntrance 
moſt magnificent and triumphant, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, the bleſſed Trinity are 
ready to give them a welcom toglory, Now 
that which was in the womb ot eternal Coun- 
{cls is come to the birth; it the Father loved 
them when they were crying and praying, if 
he did not deſpiſe their broken fpiritz if 
grace imperfect, was ſo great adclight to him, 
what is it to hear his children praiting, to ſee 
them come ſafe and ſound to his houſe, and 
to look upon his own unage in ſome perfe- 

ction 
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ction and beauty, to ſce his look like him- 
felt, and tull of love, joy and beauty, to ſce 
the Spoule of his only Son arrivcd fafe to the 
Harbour, and the fruit of his purchaſe and 
love 3 ſure this mult be a ſight well plating 
to the Father 3 and as for the Son without 
controverlie, he is not a little plcaſed to be- 
hold his royal Bride in her princely attire, all 
glorious and lovely by the beauty and jewels 
that he adorned her with ; O what imbraces. 
what kind of falutation ! Sure the firſt word 
wil be, Come, thou bleſſed of my Father, and 
beloved of the Son, inherit the Kingdom pre- 
pared for thee before the world had a being. 
Methinks when I read the Hittory of I1}z2-'s 
going, out into the Field to meet Reveces , 
when I obſerve their kind greeting, and how 
cheerfully and gladly he led her into his Tent, 
and how throughly his Mothers death is for- 
got, and hcr Room well filled wich a beauti- 
tu] wifc it puts me 4a little in mind of the far 
greater love and kindneſs of the Prince .ot 
Peace to his Rebecca ; he did not only ſend 
his ſervant to woo and get her heart, but he 
came himſelt.and would not be {atished what 
cver it colt him till he had got her love, his 
prayers, pains, blood, nothing is too good 
tor her, though ſo mean, poor, dctormed 3 he 
mends all by his love, and makes her rich, 
heautiful and ſtrong, and ſecs of the travel of 
his foul, and is fatished z how much more 
when ſhe hath loyally followed his commands 
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and loved him above Heaven and Earth, and 
is brought like a Queen into his preſence , 
will he meet her with gladnefs, and carry 
her into his Court and royal Palace, and 
there rejoyce over her for ever. He now 
ſees that his poverty hath made his wife 


. rich, his emptineſs filled her, his death 


given her life. And what a ({wcet blaſt doth 
the bleſſed Spirit breathe upon him ? and 
how doth he in a moment ripcn all his graces 
and comforts, and without doubt, if the Spt> 
rit be grieved when he is rejuctcd, he is plea- 
ſed when received, and his work 1s brought 
to perteion? But alas, IT am here at a ſtand, 
it doth not yet appear, what will be then but 
God will do far abundantly above what we 
can think; and therctore I have warrant to 
(pcak ſo high as I do: I might add the glo- 
ri0us Saints that have long fincc poſſeſſed that 
blefſed inheritance, that throvgh many tribu- 
lations are come to rcft, how glad will they 
be to ſee them come ſafe allo 3 they arc not a 
little pleaſed that one more is brought to ſerve 
God more highly and honomably, and to 
help them to praiſe him, and make the con- 
fort yet more tull and complcat. It Aaron 
were glad ar heart to go out and meet with 
Moſes when he came to deliver the poor Jſrae- 
lites out of their bondage, how glad will 
Moſes , Elias , Paul and millions more of 
Saints be to ſee the Iſraelite and pcrte&t Con- 
querour, and come within rhe walls of the 
glorious Zion, and free from all his formey 


- 
[44] 
Naveries, and in a ftate of glorious liberty 
with the Son of God, Fohn 2. 28. Matth, 25. 
34, 46. Heb. 12. 22,23. Mat. 25,23. Mat. 
16. 27. 

Thus I have diſpatchcd the fourth Thing 
that I promiſcd to ſpcak to, and that was to 


ſhew you how this extrance is miniſtred abun-, 


dantly into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord & 
Saviour Feſus Chrilt ;it's done by ſhutting out 
and removing whatſoever may any way ob- 
{iru& their comfortable paſſage,& by op:ning, 
their way, and making it plain, and ſhowing 
of them before hand, what might contribute 
to the dclighttulneſs of their journcy, and by 
faying them in on the road, tull rich dainty 
proviſion, and all attree-coft, and by ſending 
out Meſſengers, eſpecially his Miniſters and 
Angels to make their paſſage more comforta- 
ble; ſure and honourable : and laſtly by a wel- 
come to glory by God the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, Saints. and Angels; and if this 
be not an abnndant entranu-e, I know not 
what is or can be. 


5.I come now to the pext thing that I pro- 
miſed to handle; and that is to give you 
ſome reaſons why the diligent Saint ſhall be 
thus rewarded. 

Firſt, God hath promiſed it to them. He 
hath faid, that their labour ſhall not be in vain; 
and that in keeping the commands of God, 


there ſhall be a great reward, and that he is a 
remware 


£4 
a, 
f 


43 
; 
| 


[45] , 


rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. Ts 
it not his promiſe, that can't be worſe than his 
word, That Pſal. 64. 10. the Righteors ſhall 
be glad in the Lord, and all the upright in heart 
ſhall glory. It a cup cf cold water ſhall in no 
wiſe loſe its reward, ſhall he that gives body 
and foul, and citate, and cvery thing to Ged 
loſe his ? Hath not Chriſt more than once 
promiſed great things to his diligent ſervants, 
that paticntly continue in well doing ? Rev. 
2.7. Tohim that overcometh, I will give to eat 
of the tree of life. Ver. 11. He ſhall nit be 
hurt of the ſecond death. Ver. 17. 1mwillgive 
him to eat of the hidden Manna, and a white 
ſtone, &c. and a crown of life. Rev.3.5. He 
that overcometh, the ſime ſhall be cloathed in 
white rayment, and I will not klot ont his name 
out of the Bock of Life; but I will confeſ; bis 
name before my Father, an befure his Angels, 
Ver. 12. Him that overcometh, will T make a 
pillar in the Temple of n:y God, and he (hall go no 

more out, and Irill write upon him the name 
of my God, and the name of the City of my God, 

the New Jeruſalem which cometh down fron 

Heaven , from my God, an1 my new name, 

Ver. 21. To him that overcometh, will I grant 
to fit down with me 0: my Throne, as Tovercame 

and am ſet down with my Father on hi Throge, 

John 14. 15,16. If y? love me keep my Com- 

mandments : And I will pray the Father, and he 
ſhall give you anther Comfurter, that he may a- 
bide with you for ever, 1 John 3.22,24. And 
what- 


. [46] 
whatſ;ever we ack, we receive of him ;, becauſe 
we keep his Comman1ments, and do thoſe things 
that are pleaſmng in his fight, He that heepeth 
by Commandments dwelleth in him, and he in 
him. Ef. 31. 17. Th» work of righteouſneſs 
ſhall be peace. and the effedt of righteouſneſs quiet- 
neſs, and aſſurance fr ever, I ſhall add but 
one promiſe more, Ef, 40. 31. They that wait 
on the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength , they ſhall 
mount up with wings as Eagles, they ſhall run 
and not be weary, and they ſhall walk, «nd not 
faint. 

Secondly, Another Reaſon why the 
diligent Saint ſhall have an entrance 
miniftred abundantly into the Everlaſting 
Kingdom of our Lord and $.viour , is, be- 
cauſe of his own glory, which is the more 
advanced : What a mighty Revcnuc of praiſe 
and love doth God receive by manifeſting ſo 
much of his love in this world to his poor 
Saints ? how clearly doth he demonſtrate the 
reality and — of inviſibles by it ? 
how much of his goodneſs and faithfulneſs is 
thereby diſcovercd ? how doth it vindicate 
his omniſcicncy , his purity and ſpirituality ? 
what a mighty conviction of his being to the 
wicked and athciſtical world ? what clcarer 
proof can there be to ſenſe of the juſtice of 
God, and of the vaſt difference that he will 
make bctween them that tear, love, and dili- 

ently ſerve him, and them that ſet light by 
Fis counſcls, undervaluc his commands, and 
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deſpiſe his rewards or threats ? Heb. 6. 10, 
Mal. 3. 18. compared with Mal, 4. 1, 2. 
Thirdly, The laſt Reaſon that I ſhall now 
give (though more might be addcd) is, that 
he may encourage the diligent,and make them 
go on relolvedly withour fainting, and Cx- 
pect yet greater things, and raifc his hopes 
yet higher ſtill, and make the lazy to mend 
their pace 3, and all to fay, Verilybere is a re- 
ward for the righteous : verily, be is aGod that 
Judgeth in the earth, Pal. 5%. 11. And chat it 
is not in vain to ſerve the Lord, the Lord 
will have his to have a word to anſwer the 
{coffer, that asks him what he gets by all his 
prayers, and tears, and preciſencls : when his 
ſoul is {olaced, he faith,this is joy that T prayed 
for, this the riches, the food that I laboured 
for, this is the. God in whom I have truſicd ; 
and if the earneſt-peny be ſo great, what is 
the full ſum? Fall on therefore, O my ſoul, 
and deſpiſe the ſcorns of tools, keep thy eye 
vpon the recompence of the xeward, Heb. 10, 


23. 1ſa.25.9.Pſal.44.8. Jer.4.2. 11.45.25. 


6. I come now to an{wer an Objcfion or 
two, which may ſccm to contradict this 
Truth, which hath been ſo largely proved : 
and the firſt Objection is this. 

Obj. 1. Do not maiy wicked men live and 
die in peace ? doth not David complain Pſal.73, 
4. That thre are no band's intheir death ; that 
they are net in trouble as oth r men # doth not 


job 
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Job ſpeak, almoſt at the ſamerate? [ob 21. 7. 
What priviledge then hath a Saint above a $in- 
mer ? what advantage hath the diligent Believer 
more than the ſluggard ? and what benefit aud 
profit the induſtrious Chriſtian more than the for- 
mal hypocrite £ an4 what difference is there be. 
tween their peace ? and bow cometh it to paſs, 
that ſome of them which live like Devils, die like 
Lambs ? | 

Anſw. 1, That you call peace deſerves not 
ſuch a ſweet name; for there is no peace, ſaith 
my God, to the wicked , but it is carnal conti- 
dence & preſumptionzand they are ſo far from 
this true peace, that 1s akin to Heaven, that 
there is but a ftep between them and the ſtate 
of the damned,and they may thank their igno- 
rance and hardneſs of hcart, and ſcaredncſs of 
conſcience for all their peace. O did they but 
know what a caſe they were in, they would 
ſoon cry out with amazement, What ſhall they 
do to be ſaved; and be ſo far from being dif- 
pleaſed with the Miniſter that 183 them, and 
faith, Awake ſleeper, what meaheſt thou ? that 
they would wonder that he is no morc car- 
neſt and loud in his cry, and more pitiful in 
his indeavours to bring them out of that 
dreadful lethargy and ſtupidneſs, that he now 
perceives them to lie under z and who 
would dcfire ſuch a relt as a lethargy,ſwound, 
or apoplexy brings ? who would reckon he 
ſleeps ſecurely , when he lieth in the Devils 


Cradle ? who that underſtands himſelf would 
have 
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have a peace, that he muſt be bcholding to a 
League with Hell for? Iſa.57.21. 1 Tim.42. 
Epbeſ. 4. 18, 19. 12.28. 15. | 

Obj. 2. But I have heard theſe men ſpeak, of 
their hopes and confidence in the Lord, and bleſ- 
ſed God for their aſſuranee of the pardon of their 
fins, and ark them if they have made their peace 
with God, and they will anſwer. that they thank. 
God, that's a work, is nat now to do; I pray 
therefore ſhew us the difference between theſe two 
ſorts of men, which ſeem to be very unlike one a- 
nother in their lives, 

Anſw. 2. There is as much difference be- 
tween their peace, as there is between light 
and darkneſs, Heaven and Hell, ſomething 
and nothing. 

Firſt, They differ in their original and 
foundation: the. riſe of the peace of a Saint 18 
from the promiſe, his comforts are Scripture 
conſolationss he finds that rich grace hath 
wrought in him the condition of the promiſe, 
and upon a ſerious debate with his own ſpi- 
rit, and thorough diſcourting the matter with 
his own heart , it brings in this witneſs for 
him, that he hath had a diſcovery of his poor, 
loſt, undone Rate, that he hath in ſome mea- 
ſure been convinced uf fin and miſery, that he 
hath bcen convinced of his own utter inabi- 
lity to ſave himſelf, that he hath feen an abſo- 
late nece:liry of Chriſt, an infinite fullneſs 
and excellency in him, that he hath been ina« 
bled to reccive him upon his own terms, and 

ro 


* 
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to rehign up all to him, that he hath been 
made to leave tin. as'to the love and liking of 
it,and to be affecticnately willing to take God 
the Father for the ultimate happineſs and por- 
tion of his foul, God the Son tor the only 
way to the Father, and his Redeemer, God 
the Holy Ghoſt tor to enlighten, ſanihe, and 
comfort him, and to indcavour to give up his 
whole man, body and foul, to the obcdience 
of his whole will. with the utmoſt intcnſeneſs 
of ſpirit, with dcliberation, judgment and 
reſolution to ſand by this choice, by the 
ſtrength of God tor cver 3 and this he hath 
frequently tound upon inquiry to be the con- 
taut frame of his ſpirit 3 and therefore the 
Scripture pronouncing ſuch bleſſed , , he is 
humbly bold to owne what grace hath done 
for him: now this mans hopcs and conti- 
dence have a. good bottom,it*s built upon the 
toundation of Prophets & Apoliles,JelusChrift 
being the chict corner ſtonez it's a peace of 
Gods approbation,of Gods ſigning & ſealing. 

But now on the othcr ſide, the peace that 
the hypocrite hath, is built upon the fand, he 
hath not one promiſe that he can rationally lay 
any claim to; nay, the whole Word of God 
lets fly at him, and tclis him how vain his 
confidences bez and that, if for all this.he will 
ſpeak peace to himſclt.that he muſt try ſhortly 
whether he can make it good, when Conſci- 
ence, Scripturey, Law and Goſpel, God and 


Man appear in the Field againti him. In a 
word. 
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word, the cauſe of his peace is ignorance, 
hardneks deadneſs, and the god ot his 
world hath blinded his evesz God is Author 
of the Saints peace, and the Devil of the Sin- 
ners, Mat. 7. 24, &c. Phil. 4. 7. Luke 11.2 
Rom. 15. 4. 

Secondly, They dificr in their concomi- 
tants and effedts. The Saint hath always 
thcle things accompanying, his comtorts, ad- 
miring, of Gods pardoning, grace, and won- 
dering that therc ſhould be {uch a thing as 
mercy tor him, magnitying of the blefled Je- 
ſus, who was the great manager of that great 
affair, the peace between God and his ſoul, a 
holy, thankful, fruictul lite, a humble judging 
of himſclf, and a pitying of othcrs : when the 
ſpirit hath graltcd true peace in the ſoul, theſe 
are the fruits which it bears. But is it thus 
with the. formal hypocrite; judge, I pray, 
righ:ly, and fee what truit his peace brings 
forth; are they not the grapes of Sodom and 
the truits of Gomorrah ? doth he indeed ad- 
mire and adore the patience of God towards 
him ? doth he not rather make bold with 
God, and turn his grace into wantonnefs ? 
how litcle doth he —_ of his omniſciency, 
power, ſpirituality, purity ? how far from 
lanctifying the Lord in his hcart, and making, 
him his tear and dread ? how vilcly doth % 
undervalue and proſtitut: his holy Name, u- 
ling-it only in an Oath, or when he takcth it 
into his hlthy mouth without any reverence 
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or ſenſe of his excellency ? and-as for Chriſt 
he makes light of him, and prefers every cur- 
{cd luſt, any vile cempanion, yea, the dirt 
he treads on, ſhall I fay more, the Devil him- 
ſelt before him : what elſe is the meaning of 
his ſervice, activity and conſtancy to carry on 
the intercſt of Hell, and the unſutablencſs , 
contetnpt and oppotition that he makes a- 
gainſt the advancing of theintereſt of theLord 
Chriſt ? I need fay no more. In a word, for 
all his peace with God, he is at war with his 
nature, laws, ſon, ſpirit, fervice; and yet 
how foolithly doth he boaſt of peace, comfort, 
hopes, and juſtthe himſelf and cenſure his 
betters, Fames 3, 18. Gal. 5.19, &c. Dent. 
$3 :32- 

Thirdly , The Saints joys and comforts 

differ in their very nature 3 the Saints joys 


are ſpirituaLtheH ypocrites carnal and ſenſual; ' 


the Saints rational, the formaliſts brutiſh, and 
againſt both Scripture and reaſon : the Saints 
joys are ſolid, great and glorious, the Hypo- 


crites are frothy, ſmall and ſhameful, Dext. 29+ Þ 


19. Ecclef. 2,2. Jam.3.15. Jude 19. 


Fourthly and laſtly, their comforts differ | 
in their growth and continance 3 the Believers | 


comtorts were a great while under the clouds 
ot fcar, and that divine Sced was long ſown 


before it grew up to ſucha Harveſt; and al- | 
though he be fil] reaping, yct a freſh Harvett | 
Is ſti!] growing, znd he ſhall never make an | 
end of inr.ing them 3 his peace ond cm F 
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forts grow ſtronger & ſtronger, as troubles & 
ſicknels,8& trials come upon him, and at death 
they are greateſt of all 3 for then he enters in- 
to his Maſters joy. and injoys his peace till the 
Almighty hath loſt his power, till the inhnite 
riches of Heavens glory be ſpent, and Eter- 
nity is at an end : As for the Hypoerite his 
pcace 1s ſhort-lived at the furthett, death 
will put an cnd to it, and then you fhall ſee 
what's become of all his peace, joy. hopes ; 
when inſtead of comtort he ſhall lie down in 
thame, and awake in eternal horrour. And 
who would defre ſuch deccittul joys that cre 
one is aware, kavec onc in everlatting, tor- 
ments ? I havc been the longer in the an{wer- 
ing, of this Objection, becauſc it is common, 
and Millions of thoſe that bear the Name ot 
Chriftare cheated,&ctcrnally ruin'd with Inch 
a falſe peace. And what ſaift thou that readcit 
theſe lines, which of theſe two 1s thy peace ? 
lay down the Book. and confider, and let not 
thy hcart be quiet till thou underftand what 
foundation its quict reſt is built upon ; tell it 
that many times it's a ſign tha: the tirong man 
armed hath got poſſcihon, when all things are 
in pcace : ask thy Soul, whether it ever under- 
ſtood its natural enmity againſt God , whe- 
ther that be in any meaſure laid down 5 art 
thou reconciled to the holy Nature.Laws and 
Service of God ? and haſt thou commenced 
an irreconcileable war again fin ? is Chriſt 
thy Captain, the Spirit thy Atlifiant? and 
£ E 3 wha 
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who uſually carries the Fickd, the Flcſh or Spi- 
ritz O be nor contented till you have a gocd 
account given in irom conſcience and expe- 
rience in this great affair 5 tor it's a matter of 
lite or dcath,and a bujincts of the I gheſt con- 
ſequence imaginable z and till this bulinels be 
well fetled, I will not give a ruth tor all thy 
comforts, peace and hopes, Fob 8.13. 1.33.14. 
Fob 20. 5. Prov. 14+ 32. Iſa. 35.10. 

Obj.3. But for all that hath been ſud concern- 
ing the abundant entrance that the diligent Saint 
ſhall have into the everlaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſis Chriſt, experience tells 
us, that many a diligent Saint gocs off without 
any comfort, and their Sun ſets in a clous,, 

Anſrw. 1 grant this may be ſomctimes, 
God may for Reaſons belt known to his wil- 
dom. conccal his love from his dear Children, 
till they ſec it cleared beyond doubt, Chrilt 
himſclt when he was juſt a dying, was undgr 
a deſertion, and cricd out in great bitterneſs 
of ſpirit, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſa- 
hex me ? thercforc ] will not, I cannot lay it 
down as an univerſal infallible rulc, that all 
Saints in._this life ſhall have ſuch unſpeakable 
joys, ſuch rici conſolation : But yct this 1s 
Gods uſval way, and he bids us jrark it, and 
count upon it, the end of the upright ſoall be 
peace, And now I ſhall more direct tly an- 
{wcr. 

Anſw. 1. It may be the perſon that you 
judged fo diligent, was not ſoz it may . + 
1s 
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his diligence reached principally to his exter- 
nal actions,” the greateft work of a Saint is 
an iavitible work, .andit may be Ii re might he 
a great taiſure, it may be though hc was dis. 
lIigent in hearing.frequent in ditLourlng con- 
liant in duty; yet for 2!l that he might want 
munch ot that faith aw love, and fpintralicy, 
avd importunity , and watchfulacſs in duty 
that is required 3 <nd no wonder then at all if 
the poor m2n- have his comtort to {cck 3, for 
in theſe things Jieth the life, aCtivity, and 
beavty of Chrilttanity, and I am perſwaded 
that it's a great rarity for one that is much 
excrciſcd in theie vital atts of Religion to 
want the evidence of his reality and ſincerity, 
EXCC pt it be mccrly for the tarther tryal and 
exercilc of his grace, and then it is-but for a 
while uſually, and then the Lord cones in 
with the greater comfort, and the imbraces 
of Chriſt, end his kifſes are then the more 
{veet, Tmuſi alfo c::cept prrifons under the 
pover of mclancholy, and yer even ſuch uftt- 
ally have ſome conſiderate diſcoverics of di- 
vinc love bcforc they dic : we mult allo di- 
ſtingwith of diſeaſes 3 it the Giſcale diftnrd the 
fancy, end interrupt the clear uſe of the un- 
dcritanding, you muſt rt:member that it is the 
G:icaſe, and not the' man ſpcaks then 3 and 
| therefore be ſure you cenſure ncither the PCr- 
l, n nor »cligion in ſ{.ch xcaſc, 
| Secondly, It may be the man may expert- 
ence Niore than he thinks ht to acquaint you 
E 4 ON 
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Or any one elſe with. Do you know what in» 
gercourle is carried on between a dying Saint 
and a living God, it may be he hath not 
breath to ſpeak, or words toexpreſs what he 
feels or injoys 3 it may be he doth not at pre- 
{ent judg that he is bound to tell every body 
what he knows or fccls 3 it may be he may be 
ſilent for fear ot diſcouraging, of other Saints, 
that have not the ſame comtort that he hath ; 
it mayhe isatraid of being thought too highly 
of, and that Chritt ſhould loſe what is his 
due 3 it may bc it it wcre to fomc judicious 
Saints or Miniſter he might ſpcak more freely 
than to you, 

Thirdly, When he comes to entrance, then 
all cloads vaniſh, all tcars are removed 3 and 
what tongue can ſpeak the joys that ſuch a 
ſoul feels? aſſoon as cver the door is opencd 
for the ſoul to go out, Augels ſtand rcady to 
rTecetve it, and Heaven Gates are open to ct 
It in, and Chrilis arms to imbrace it 3 ang can 
that ſoul that injoys a Chrilt in glory, want 
any thing to make his happine(s compleat ? 
and this cycry diligent Saint doth molt ccr- 
tainly do when they leave this world they 
havc a welcome to a better : then all tears arc 
wiped away from their eyes and when they 
are in Heaven, the hrit moments glory will 
make them forget the greateſt ſorrows that 
were anteccdent to it. | 


7, I am now come to the laſt thing pore. 
i | | CC 
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3/3 
ſcd to ſpeak to, and that is to make ſome 
improvement of what hath been delive- 
xcd. 

Uſe x. If the diligent S2ints ſhall have ſuch 
an abundaut entrance miniſtred unto them into 
the Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Savie 
our Jeſus Chriſt, then this juttihcs their great- 
clt ſcxiouſnels, activity and conſtancy in the 
ways of God, 

Sirs, You nced wondcr no longer why 
the Believer doth ſo much, buc rather that he 
doth not a thouſand times more 3 blame his 
exatnel(s no longer 3 rcamcmbcr it is for E- 
ternityz call not his preciicnc(s tolly, till you 
can prove that the Kingdom ot our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chrilt is worth nothing 3 fay 
not that thcy are tooliſh, unrcaſonable men, 
till you can make it appear, that they have 
ade a Joting bargain by parting with all to 
huy the Pear] of great price : never term them 
mad men,till you cap niak« g,0ud your charge z 
when you fee their Crowns upon their heads, 
then cry out upon them tor tools, for ſtriving, 
to win it, it you can: When you fee their 
triumphant joys upon a dcath-bed, and hear 
thcir praiſes, and ſee thcir {riling when 0- 
thers would be quakirg. then Acrige their di- 
ligence as necdlefs ; whicn you ſce the lazy 
hypocrite rejected , and thc taithful owned , 
rewarded, gloriticd, and God calling fhun 
wiſe then call them fools : fiay but a while 
2nd 30a ſhall fee the tire they made luch haſte 
to 
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Or any one elſe with. Do you know what in- 
gercourſe is carried on between a dying Saint 
and a living God, it may be he hath not 
breath to ſpeak, or words toexpreſs what he 
feels or injoys 3 it may be he doth not at pre- 
{ent judg that he is bound to tell every body 
what he knows or fccls ; it may be he may be 
ſilent for fear ot diſcouraging, of other Saints, 
that have not the ſame comtort that he hath ; 
it mayhe isatraid of being thonght too highly 
of, and that Chrift ſhould loſe what is his 
due 3 it may bc it it wcre to fomc judicious 
Saints or Miniſter he might ſpcak more freely 
than to you, 

Thirdly, When he comes to entrance, then 
all clonds vaniſh, all tcars are removed 3 and 
what tongue can ſpeak the joys that ſuch a 
ſoul feels? aſſoon as cver the door is opencd 
for the ſoul to go out, Augels ſtand rcady to 
receive it, and Heaven Gates are open ta let 
It in, and Chrilis arms to imbrace it 3 ang can 
that ſoul that injoys a Chrilt in glory, want 
any thing to make his happineſs compleat ? 
and this cvcry diligent Saint doth molt cer- 
tainly do » when they leave this world they 
have a welcome to a better : then all tears arc 
wiped away from their eyes3 and when they 
are in Heaven, the firſt moments glory will 
make them forget the greateſt ſorrows that 
were antecedent to it. 


7. I amnow come to the laſt thing poarhs 
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{cd to ſpeak to, and that is to make ſome 
improvement of what hath been delive- 
rcd. 

Uſe x. If the diligent S2ints ſhall have ſuch 
an abundaut entrance miniſtred unto them into 
the Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and $avie 
our Jeſus Chriſt, then this juttihes cheir great- 
eſt ſeriouſneſs, aCtivity and conſtancy in the 
ways of God, 

Sirs, You nced wondcr no longer why 
the Bclicver doth ſo much, buc rather that he 
doth not a thouſand times more 3 blame his 
exaneſs no longer 3 remember it is for E- 
ternity 3 call not his preciicncls tolly, till you 
can prove that the Kingdom ot our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chrilt is worth nothing 3 fay 
not that thcy are toolith, unrcaſonable men, 
till you can make it appear, that they have 
made a Joting bargain by parting with all to 
huy che Pearl of great price : ncver term them 
mad men,ti]l you cap mak g,0ud yourcharge z 
when you ſee their Crowns upon their heads, 
then cry out upon them for tools, for ſtriving 
to win it, if you can: When you ſee thr 
trivmphant joys upon a dcath-bcd, and hear 
thcir praiſes, and ſee their ling when 0- 
thers would be quakirg. thin deride their di- 
ligence as necdleſs ; whcn you fee the lazy 
hypocrite rejected , and thc faithful owned , 
rewarded, glorified, and God calling fhun 
wiſe then call them fools : fiay but a while 
2nd you thall fee the fire they made ſuch haſic 

to 
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to eſcape from ; Ict's rcaſon the caſe a little 
with this wife man, tha* Jaughs at holincſs as 
a low, needleſs, unprohrable buſineſs. Is it 
a picce of folly to get the greateſt riches , 
the higheſt honours, to take the ſweeteſt and 
ſafeſt pleaſurcs? is getting of a Kingdom in 
your judgment fuch a mad thing ? is con- 
quering Enemics, ob'aiaing th: gloriouſeſt 
Victories a tooliſh thing ? what will you 
ſay, that an cvcrlaiting inheritance is no 
riches ? is the being in the preſence of God , 
and having, his car and heart, hand and 


glory, no honour? are the conſolations- of 


the Spirit, the joys of Heaven, and th: plea- 


{ures that arc @: Cods right hand for ever 
nothing ? is ircedom irom all- miſery, and 
poſſeiting al! kzppine(s nothing ? it Life and 
Death. H:aven 2nd Hcll be a nothing. what is 
ſomeriiin,, ? nt the Mcrchant alwavs make 
a good 'Voyaze, and hath till aſure, a fa- 
ving, 2 gaintul return, you ſhall ſcarce jeer 
him ovit of his Trade: It the MalctaCtor or 
Debtor have got his lite, pardon and liberty, 
you ſhall ſcarce make him believe that he was 
a too! for accopting it 3 neither will the atli- 
gent and ative Saint be diſheartened trem 
iollowing the trade, which hath brought in 
ſuch a vatt and incredible return, and 1s hke 
to bring him in more and more {till 3 his 
Debts arcall paid , end his Pardon {caled , 
and he js in a ttare of glorious liberty , and 
havivg talicd the ſweetneſs of it, that man 
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ſhall have ſomewhat to do that ſhould per- 
{wade him to return to his Priſon, and to tall 
in love with his Fetters.O what do you mean, 
O ye deluded and bewitchcd finners , that 
you are not contented to go on madly to Hell, 
but you mult {coff at all tor tools, that be not 
as deſperately mad as your felves ! it you 
count damning but a light butineſs, becauſe 
you are blind and fee not how great that 
wrath, how intollcrable the torment, and 
yet how unavoidable and eternal, blame not 
them whole eyes arc inlightencd to fee all 
this, it thcy venture not 3 and on the other 
hand, if God, Glory and Eternity , be little 
things in your judgment, blame not them 
whicih underſtand them better, if they count 
them weighty ; and ſiay till you know what 
Kcaven and Hcll mcans before you call mcn 
mad-men and tools for ſecuring the one and 
avoiding thc other. 

Chrittians, be r.ot in the leaſt diſhear- 
tened but rather quickned 3 quit you like 
men, be tiroig; behold rhe Crown, win it, 
and wear it 3 I:t nothing diſcourage thee, 
methinks that tar more excccaing, and eternal 
weight of glory ſhonld make all hinderances 
Iinfignihcant that itand in the way of geiting, 
or kecping it, if. 59. 15. 1 Pet. 4. 4. If. 
54. 17» 

Uſe 2, If the diligent Saint ſhall have a 
glorious entrance into the Everl.oftins Kingdom 
of our Lord anl Saviour Feſis Chrit, what 
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fail the ative ſinner have, that doth evil 
witiz both hands, that draws iniquity as it 
were with Cart-ropes, whoſe heart is full of 
wickednels, and takes pleaſare in impiety, to 
whom it is mcat and drink to oppoſe the will 
of God, whoſe inward part is very wickednels, 
and whoſe mind is fully ſet upon it, come on*t 
what will, on hcl go in ſpite of warnings, 
in ſpite of intrcatics, in ſpite of pudgments , 
that makes but a pith of all , whoſe throat 
15 an open Scpalchre, whoſe mouth is tull of 
curling, bittcrneſs, blaſphemy, that is pott- 
ing on ta dettruction, as if he tcarcd to come 
too late 3 that hath ſtifled and ſeared his con» 
{cience,, and broke thorough all that hath 
ſtood in his way, that is unwearicd, laborious 
and conſtant to the Devil, though he hath 
had but a pitiful requital tor his pains : fure 
14t the Saint thall have a glorious entrance into 
the Kingdom of Chritt, the ſinncr ſhall have 
a diſmal cnrrance into the everlaſting -King=- 
dom of darknecfs , whatſoever might {wee- 
ten his condition formerly ſhall thcn imbitter 
It 5 his comtorts ſhall bc ſhut out, his great 
cftatc brings him in a poor revenue of joys, 
to think how many thouſands he had, and 
that all can's purchaſe him one moments eaſc, 
the {wcetnels of his cſtate 1s turncd into 
bicternels, when he is forced to have lexture, 
now in ſpite of his heart to fit down and 
conſtr what a poor infigaiticant unprofita- 
ble ting, he venturcd his ſoul for z his old 
Cams 
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companions are now fhut out, he could be 
glad at heart to bid them farewel to eternity, 
this is all the poor help of his friends, that 
they ſtand by bewailing his departure, and 
not one of them can ſpcak one word of com- 
fort to him without hazard to its own : It's 
but ſorry relict to him to look upon this and 
that perſon, and to think I mutt cither part 
company for ever, or meet at the dreadful 
place of execution. It may be the faithful 
Miniſter may be ſhut our, Icft he ſhould tell 
him plainly what his caſe is. O what a fad 
caſe muſt the ſinner be in, all help and hope 
is ſhut out, and inſtead of Plays, Friends, 
pleaſures (al! which he mult take his leave 
of for ever:) he bcholds a dreadful door ope- 
ned, and in come Gods Serjzants to appre- 
hend him, and no Bail can be taken and 
when the door is once open, O what a flock 
of unwelcome guetis come in 3 now counſci- 
ence will give him-a viſit whether he will or 
no, and tell him ſuch a ſtory as makes his 
heart-ake z then how doth the guilty ſinner 
tremble ? The Indidtment che Law brings 
in is black, the witneſſes many and clear, and 
the ſinner*s caſt tor his litc and for] for Eter-= 
nity 3 his fins Gare him in the {ce, and wrath 
and vengeance are juſt ready to ſeize him 
he fecls now that fin and hell. that he made 
ſo light of, arc no jcſt vg, things 3 which way 
ſocvcr the man looks. be fecs nothing, but 
horror, miſery, riuine: it he lock backward, 

what 
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what hath he left to comfort him, but the 
{ad remembrance of his palt injoyment, for 
which he muſt now give an exa& account , 
and fin and pleaſure in the review upon a 
death-bed is another kind of thing than it 
was in the committing, Now farewcl brave 
Houſes and Gardens, farcwcl Hawking, and 
Hunting, farewel Taverns, Plays, Whores : 
and it he look forwards, what doth he be- 
hold that can yicld him any great content ? 
one of the moſt delirable and pleafantelt fights 
that he ſces before him, is the grave, and if 
that were all, it wcre well, though he werc 
buried in 2a Dunghil.] will not fay,how diſmal 
that dark vault is to him, that was all for his 
liberty, and wont to take his reſt on Down, 
and ſtretch himſclf upon a bed of Ivory ;, for 
him that was wont to fare deliciouſly every 
day.to be food for vermine 3 for him that had 
his confiant Attendants about him to have 
rone but a few worms to wait on him 3 but 
pain, ſicknefs, death, corruption, are the leaſt 
of thoſe evils that he ſecs before him : the 
Friſon were not fo dreadful, were it not for 
the Judg , Ailizes and Exccution. O how 
dreadful a fight mult it be to ſee the dreadful 
Lake burning with fire and brimſtone, into 
which he muſt be caſt ! how ſtrange a pro- 
ſped& to ſee, inſtead of flattering attendants, 
the Devils ready to ſcize upon his trembling 
foul, and Hell opening, its. mouth ready to rc- 
ceive him, and to {hut the door of hope and 
mercy 
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mercy upon him for ever ! to look vp and 
ſee an angry Ged, who is able to paſs that 
irreverlible and terrible ſentence upon him, 
Depart thou curſed, and fee Chrilt accuſing 
him, whilſt he pleads for and acquits thoſe 
that he hated and perſecuted 3 and to look 
round about, and to fee none that hath one 
word to ſpeak for him. none to pacihe the 
Tudg, divert or prolong, the Sentence or E xc- 
cution, none to mitigate his tormcnts ! will 
the linner then make a laughing buſineſs of 
damnation 2 will God's judging his ſoul be a 
{mall matter then ? will che preciſe and dili- 
gent Saint be then called or efteemed a fool, a 
mad-man ? will not the thoughts of theſe 
things upon a death-bed cool the ſinners cou- 
rage ? and what hath he now to bear up his 
linking ſpirits? what is there to ſupport him 
| from crying out in horror and dcfpair ? what 
| IS it that can make a man in this caſe lift up 
his head with any comfort or content ? what 
remains now but a tcartul expectation of hery 
| indignation 3 and hath not this man ſome of 
the ſparks of Hell flung, into his conſcience ? 
doth not the never dying worm begin to 
exow ? 1s not the hre alrcady kindled that 
ſhalt never be quenched ? and what provi- 
tions are now laid in to live upon, what mult 
be his food, what his drink. what his cloath- 
ing, his inheritance, his lodging, his imploy- 
ment.his companions ? muti he not feed upon 
the fruit of his own folly ? muſt he not drink 
Of 
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of the cup of Gods wrath ? muſt he not lodg 
In a bed of flames? ſhall not his imployment 
be to recap the crop of ſorrows for evcr 
which he ſow-d in time ? are not the Devils 
and damned like to be his companions for 
ever ? and whillt the poor deſpiſed belicver, 
that dreaded the place of torment, and that 
thought the wrath to.come no light matter, 
is eſcaped and is landed fafe in etcrnal glory, 
and is blethng, and loving, and injoying of 
God in unſpeakable and eternal glory, he | 
muſt lye ſweltering under the weight of. di- | 
vine wrath, and muſt not have one drop to 
cool his flaming tongue : And when Saints 
are welcomed -to glory, what a greeting .is 
he like to have when he comes into the ſo- 
ciety of that damned Crew ! O how will they 
curſe the day that ever they had a being, that 
ever they ſaw one another? how will they 
re their folly that ever they ſhould incourage 
one another to venture upon {uch intollerable 
rorments, that they ſhould purchaſe the ſhort 
pleaſures of fin with ſach ſorrows ? O that 
ever men that had reaſonable Souls ſhould be 
ſo bewitehcd! but now will they,or will they 
not, bear it thcy muſt. They that would not 
give them{elves time and leiſure to think of 
theſe things when they might have been prc- 
vented, muſt now take eternity to repent, | 
and conſider what they have dyne, and what Þ 
they have undone, what they have loſt, and Þ 
what they have fund, And O how doth Þ 
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the thoughts of that unchangeable Nate ſinlk 
him, if after millions of millions of ages he 
were to have the leaſt hopes, reſpite or caſe, 
it were comparatively tollerablc ! But O that 
for ever, that Etcrnity, that, that is the cut- 
ting word ! and what doſt thou fay to all 
this, O thou careleſs unconverted ſinner ? 
is fin and pleaſure fill as defirable as ever ? 
is it worth the while for a quartcr of an hours 
gratifying, ones luſt to run the hazard of 
all theſe miſeries? can you ſtill find in your 
heart to make a mock of fin ? is judgment, 
damnation, hell, ſtill nothing ? art thou wil- 
ling to venture for all this? ſhall nothing but 
fecling make thee be wiſe and believe that 
there 15 a Hell ? come reaſon the caſe with me, 
and don't madly caſt away your foul, and 
loſe Heaven for nothing. Are theſe things 
indeed fo inconfiderable as that they do not 
deferve a ſerious thought ? have you matters 
of greater concern to trouble your head with? 
T pray do me the kindneſs, and your ſel the 
right, to produce ſome of thoſe weighty 
things that are of ſuch vaſt importance, as 
that the ſalvation of a ſoul muſt be neglected 
forit. What is it that is more neceſſary than 
holineſs ? come ſpeak like a man of reaſon; is 
it the entertainment of a friend? is it the 
courting of -your wanton Miſtreſs? is it the 
getting of a good place ina Play-houſe? are 
theſe thematters of importance? is it feaſting, 
drinking, whoring? * is damning, your ſoul 
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more neceſſary than the ſaving of it > muſt 
theſe ſtand in competition with Chrilts holi- 
ncls and glory ? dare you vindicate and juſti- 
fie this betore the great Judg at that day ? 
will it be a ſufficient plea to fay, Lord, 1 was 
not at leiſure to ſerve thee, I had ſo much 
work to do for the Devil that I had no time? 
or will this excuſe be fignihcant, when the 
Judg thall fay , Sinner , what reaſon hadfi 
thou to ſlight my Laws, to deſpiſe my Son, 
and refuſe lite and happineſs ? Dare you an- 
(wer, and ſay 3 I had my luſts to gratifie, the 
world to look after, and I thought never to 
have ſeen this day : and wilt thou Riil for all 
this, put it to the venture, will you after ſuch 
warnings go on ? For Gods ſake, and your 
Souls, conlider how you ſhall an{wer in the 
day of God , when holinels and juſtice ſhall 
fit on the Bench: O ask thy ſoul what it 
means, call it to the Bar, judg and condemn 
thy tolly, and for your life venture no longer 
at your careleſs rate, leti you repent to 
latez and cry out upon a death-bed with 
amazement, how ſhall I do to appear before 
that terrible Judg ? how ſhall I bear his 
wrath, and how ſhall T avoid his indigna- 
tion ? once more debate the thing ſoberly , 
it's not yet too late, and I can ſcarce let thee 
gO till I ſee thee in a better mind. You have 
read what condition a diligent Saint is like 
to be in when he comes to die, and what en- 


tertainment he is like to meet with in another 
world 
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world ; and you have heard what the lazy 
formaliſt or diligent ſinner is like to mect 
with when he comes to die : Come man now, 
and make a wile and ſpeedy choice 3 which of 
theſe conditions are moſt deſirable . which 
would you be in when you come to die? I 
know you would die the death of the Righ- 
teous, and wiſh your later end may be like 
his. O man, why ſhculd not his life be as 
deſirable as his dcath ? what is there in his 
life that ſhould make thee Joth to imitate it? 
what art thou afraid of in his praCtice, that 
thou art ſo unwilling to follow it? is it holi- 
neſs that thou dreadeſt fo much ? whv.if that 
be the thing, it muſt be confeſt, that with- 
out it there is no ſeeing, of God : bur would 
holineſs diſparage or undoe thee that thou art 
{o afraid of it ? will holineſs make thee miſe- 
rable ? then how comes God that is perfect 
in holineſs to be ſo in happineſs ? how come 
Saints and Angels above to be fo bleſſed ? is 
not holineſs and a conformity to God the 
greateſt part of their happineſs? and how 
came that triumphing Saint by his comforts, 
but by a diſcovery of the glorious Image of 
God upon his ſoul? The more holineſs , the 
more pleaſare and joy. It's Satan and the 
ignorant world that would perſwade yon 
| that when you come to be truly religious,you 
| muſt take leave of your joys 3; come Friend , 
{ it's for your ſoul and life ; do not ſo eaſily bc- 
; Leve them that never tried what Religion is, 
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and have no good will for you or God, be- 
lieve neither Devil nor World, nor any of 
them all in a buſineſs of ſuch moment; but 
ſearch and try, and believe that God that 
can't lye, and that Word which ſo many 
millions have tound made good ; believe them 
that were once as fooliſh as you, and could 
hardly be brought out of that mind, but now 
they would not for a world but they had 
changed their mind. Well, now, man, what 
faiſt thou ? art rc(ſolved immediately to re- 
tire into thy Chamber ? art reſslved to fall 
upon thy face bcforc the Lord, and not let 
thy heart be at reſt in its ſleepy carcleſneſs , 
nor let the Lord be at quiet till he hath in- 
lightened thee, till he hath diſcovered the c- 
vil of fic: , the beauty of Chriſt, the empti- 
nels of the Creature, and the fulneſs of the 
Creator to thee ? if thou art, I will be bold 
to tell thee, thy labour it ſhall not be in vain 3 
God will quickly hear Ephraim bemoaning of 
himſelf, the Fathers arms and bowels will 
ſoon be open, the Prodigal hall for all this 
be welcome. But if till thou art reſolved not 
to trouble thy ſelf with the thoughts of 
theſe things, thou wilt net hazard the loſs of 
thy luſts and ſwiniſh pleaſures, thou wilt not 
diſplcaſe thy friends,thou wilt not be laughed 
at for a fool, but on thou wilt go and do as 0- 
thers do,come on't what wil come,then thank 
your ſelf if you miſs of comfort when you 
come to dic 3 then make the beſt of your plea- 
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ſarcs, Gold, Interefl, Fricnds; let them bribe 
death and protcct you trom the arreft , and 
hold the Serjeants hands let them put in bail 
for you it they can 3 let them ſtand between 
you and juliice, and your accuſers, quaſh the 
Indi&tment, bribe the Judg , ſiop the Sen- 
tence or Execution it you cn: but lct 
me tell thee none at all can do it, darc attempt 
it; and [I leave thcic Lines as a ſtanding wit- 
neſs againſt thee, that I gave thee tair warn- 
ng, and made an advantageous otter to thee 
in the name of God ; but thou didit toolithly, 
ob{tinately, rclolvedly reject lite, and chooſe 
death z thereforc blame not Jullice if he give 
you that milery which you did chooſe , and 
deny you that happineſs which you did reject. 
I have done my Mcſſage, and it you will not 
bc prevailed with, who can hclp it ? I tell you 
apain. look for it : tor as lure as God livcth, 
you ſhall tind it rrue, that tin will be bitcer= 
neſs in the end. Mic. 7.3. Fer. 3. 5.-- 2. 25, 
Rom. 2. 13, &c. Matth, 25. 46, comparcd 
with the41, &«c. Rev, 14. 10.1 x Matth.22. 
13. Pſal.g.7. Luke 16. 23,24, &c. Heb.10. 
27. Iſa. 33. 14. 

Uſe 3. It the diligent Saint, and none but 
he, ſhall have this ahandant entrance miniſtred 
to bizs into the Everlaſt ting Kingdo 72 of onr L ord 
& Saviour Feſis Chriſt,then let us all: cxamine 
whether we be theſe diligcnt Saints, we 
may aforchand know whatwe are to look for. 
Well now, let us commune with our own 
E 3 hearts, 
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hearts, and not be ſatisfhed till they bring in 
a true account. 

Are we the perſons that have made it our 
buſineſs to be religious? have we worſhipp'd 
God in Spirit and in Truth ? have our hearts 
been indeed ingaged tor him? have we as 
great a love for him as ever we? had for the 
world, or fin, or relations ? 1s this the great 
care of our lives, and that which we ſeek in 
the firſt and chict place, that we may be found 
of him in peace? have we indeed ſerved God 
with all our hcarts and ſtrength, and might ? 
have we kept our eye till to the rule, and 
walked according to that rule? hath the Word 
of God been our meditation , delight, pra- 
Ctice ? have we ſtir d up our hearts when 
they began to flag and grow dull, lazy and 
tired ? could we not fear with our indifferency 
and luke-warmneſs? do we at&t grace in du- 
ty, and labour to get it ſtronger and ſtronger, 
and corruption weaker and weaker? do we 
keep up our watch and take heed to our ſpi- 
rits? do we fcc] what a ſweet ſutableneſs to 
God means ? and that the dutics of Religion 
are in 2 manner natural to us , and we are 
neyer better than when we are more imme- 
diately engaged in the ſervice of God ? do we 
feel our wills bow'd to the divine Will, and 
a ſweet compoſedneſs of ſpirit under all Gods 
diſpenſations ? that nothing greatly troubles 
us but what is diſpleaſing unto God ? do we 


feel our heart loving, delighting, and xrcjoy- 
| : cing 
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cing, in God? is there nothing in the world 
that we deſire ſo much a greater conformity 
to God, and a compleat injoyment of him 
to all Etcrnity ? have we a high reſpett to 
all his commands, and an oppoſition to all 
fin, and ready for all good works, and this 
with intenceneſs, affection and conſtancy ? 
are we alwavs of this mind, and do we not 
repent our cinoice ? are we not weary of our 
Malier, nor his work ? arc we contentce ve- 
ry well with his Wages.and time of Payment ? 
is this indeed the habitual frame of our ſpi- 
rits? and are we reſolved in the ftrength of 
God thus to continue to the end ? and yet do 
we look up to rar righteouincts of Chrilt as 
that alone which ve mult truit to ? and do 
wc look upon our own as impertect, filthy , 
loathſom ? do we adore that mcrcy that hath 
found out ſuch an cxccllent way to fave the 
honour of all Gods Attributes, and yet the lite 
of our ſouls, and thus attribute Election, Vo- 
cation, Juſtification, Adoption , SanCctift- 
cation, and Glorifcation,to purc, tree, infinite 
grace ? 

Why, if this be the frame of our ſpirits, it 
this be indeed our practice, experience, and 
reſolution, why then I can ſay we are the 
perſons that ſhall have peace in death, joy and 
and life after death, and confidence and- 
glory, and eternal happineſs in the day of 
judgment 3 we are they that ſhall have an a- 
bundant entrance into the Everlaſting Kings 
F 4 dom 
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dom of our Lord and Saviouwws FESUS 
CHRIST. 

But alas, alas, Where arc theſe noble Souls 
to be found ? who is there almoſt that in- 
gages his heart to lay hold upon God ? who 
knows what it i5 to wreſtle, ſtrive, run? O 
how taint, dull and heavy are we ? what a 
dcal of unſutablencls to God, how hard to 
get to duty, and how little of the heart in it ; 
where is the man that underſtands what it is 
to act faith and love, and humility in duty , 
that is truly importunate, active, ſpiritual, 
and continucs fo for any time? how hard a 
thing do we find it to watch with Chriſt onc 
hour, much more to Keep up our watch day 
and night, and to be conſtantly upon our 
Guard ? how tcw valiant Souldicrs hath our 
Captain now ? where are thoſe reſolute brave 
ſouls to be found, that quit themſelves gal- 
lantly ? O where's that ancient ſpiric that 
{ometimes actcd the children of God ? do we 
indeed run as if a Crown were thc prize ? do 
we indeed work as if Heaven were the wages? 
do we in good earneſt uſe that diligence that 
becomes perſons that are ſecuring their livcs, 
fouls, and an Everlaſting Kingdom ? O how 
baſely do we undcrvaluc that glory by our 
flightneſs in ſeeking, carcleſneſs in ſecuring, 
and folly in hazarding, it ? have not the beli 
of us all a great deal of reaſon to cry out of 
Our unbelict, ſtupidneſs and atheiſm ? is this 
all we do for a Kingdom ? will not the men 
ol 
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of the world riſe againſt us and condemn us, 
that they ſhould riſe up carly and lic down 
late, and all to get a little food and rayment, 
or ſome poor temporal advantage ? will not 
the wicked ſinners condemn us that take ſuch 
a deal of. pains to enjoy thcir pleaſures, and 
gratihe their appetites and ruine themſclves ? 
will not the poor Ants reproach us that la- 
bour ſo indultriouſly to lay in proviſion for 
a time of nced in Summer? O what do you 
mean ? how lazily and unconcernedly do we 

manage a work ot the greatelt profit, pleaſure 
and nccellity ? what, is the pricc of that great 
Fear] fallen ? is Chritt now worth nothing ? 
hath Heaven loſt its cxcel!ency ? can that 
which ſometimes could not bc obtained with- 
out all diligence be row got with none atall ? 
hath Chritt now bated any thing of that ſpi- 
rituality , activity and vigour, that ſome- 
times he did require of his fcrvants ? can 
Hcavcn be got upon caficr terms than he lays 
down in his Word ? is this flecpy luke-warm 
protethion , this cold formal praying , being, 
in an agony ? 1s this the contending, ſtriving, 
watching, Jabouring,, that the Scripturc 
ſpcaks of ? ſure he that ſpcaks of being in 
labour more abundant, of mortifying the 
deeds of the ficth, ot walking in the ſpirit, 
meant anothcr gucſs thing than our heartleſs, 
barren, cold dutics, which we too commonly 
put off God and our conſcience with. O with 
what face can we look. tor ſuch glorious 


things 
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things from God when we do fo little for 
God ? it's no wonder at all that moſt of us 
live at great uncertainties , it's no wonder 
that we are much in the dark, and that our 
fears are uſually as great as our hopes : who 
may we thank for all this, but our lazy, tri- 
fling, carcleſs hearts? does the Husbandman 
expect a good crop at Harveſt without plow- 
ing or ſowing ? doth the Tradeſman expe&t 
an eſtate ſhould drop into his hands without 


his own induſiry ? doth the Souldier expect 


to ſecure his lite, to conquer his Enemy, to 
get his Commanders commendation and re- 
ward by ſleeping,? no more can a Profeſſor 
rationally Jook for ſuch great things as the 
peace of God, joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and a 
triumphant entrance into the City of God , 
without a humble, diligent, conſtant reſpe&t 
to the commands of his great Maſter : you 
ery out for want of ene; and coniplain 
that you have not an aſſurance ; why, let me 
ask you, what do you do towards the pro- 
curing of this great thing ? do you pray and 
ſtrive in prayer ? do you watch your 
thoughts, affe&ions, paſſions ? have you any 
government over your ſpirits? do you live a 
life of faith? do you exerciſe love, zeal, meek- 
nels, patience, ſc|t-denial ? do you live above 
the waxld ? do you live in Heaven in your af= 
fections, deſigns and converſation ? do you 
exerciſe your ſelf unto godlinels, and make 
Religion the great work of your lite? do 

you 
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you keep aconſcience void of offence towards 
God and all men ? if not, I pray inſtead 
of complaining for want of comtort , 
complain for want of grace z cry out upon 
your unbelieving, lazy, treacherous worldly 
heart, bewail your want of love to God. your 
unſutableneſs to ſpiritual thirigs, your igno- 
rance, your atheiſm, your want of prizing of 
Chriſt 3 bemoan your unfaithfulneſs to God, 
your own ſoul and others; b:wail your bar- 
renneſs under all the coſt and. charge of the 
great Husbandman, and turn your com- 
plaints into indeavours 3 go t:o the bloud of 
Chriſt, beg the Spirit, improve Ordinances, 
ſtir up your lazy hearts, and let them not be 
at quiet in their dull, heavy, unaQive profeſ- 
fion 3 but it may be I may have occation to 
give a word of d:recion hereafter : ſo much 
tor this uſe, Pſal.4.4. Iſa. 64. 7. Jer. 30. 21. 
Cant. 5.3, Fer. 8.6, 

Uſe 4. I thall now come to a word of Ex- 
hortation , and that I ſkall dire&t firſt to 
Saints, and then to Sinners. 

I. Is it that the diligent Saint ſhall have 
an abundant entrance miniftred unto him into 
the Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and $a- 
viowr Feſus Chriſt, then let me hence put my 
ſelf and you that are Bclievers upon the grea- 
teſt diligence, aRivity and vigour, leſt we fall 
ſhort of this glorious priviledg, 

Motrves. 1. Conſider how trequently, how 
earneſtly, and with what lolemaity' it is com- 
manded 
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manded by God himſelf, Did you never read 
Prov. 4. 5,6,7. Get wiſdom.get underſtanding : 
forget it not. neither decline from the words of my 
mouth.Forſake ber not,and ſhe ſhall preſerve thee: 
love ber &- ſhe ſhall keep thee. Wiſdom is the prin- 
cipal thing, therefore get wiſdom ; and with all 
thy geiting.get underſtanding, &c. The word 
Get is Buy in Hebrew; And it is as much as 
if the Spirit of God had faid, You have 


now an open Market, and an excel- 


lent peniworth 3 buy it at any rate,it's worth 
your money, get it whatever it coſt you, 
though it be prayers, rears, and ſtrong 
cries, though it colt-you your right hand or 
right eye, your beloved fin, the mortification 
of your deareſt luſt, exateſt warchfulnels , 
and ſclf-denyal. Nay, though it coſt you your 
eſtate, your liberty, your life, you can't loſe by 
it : Whatever you negleq, negle& not the 
looking after this, your utmoſt diligence is 
well beſtowed on ſuch a work, the highelt 
price is not too much for ſuch a Pearl ; if you 
be wiſe get it upon any terms in the world. 
Doth not our Apoſtle in the verſes foregoing 
put them upon diligence 3 nay, all diligence, 
2 Pet.1.5,10,Doth not the Prophet plead with 
men with a great deal of earneſtneſs about 
their carelcſncls in this great affair, Eſc 55.2. 
Wherefore do you {pend your money 
for that which is not bread ? and your la- 
bour for that which fſatisfheth not ? hear- 
ken diligently unto me, and cat ye that which 
is good, and let your ſou] dclight it elf 
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in fatneſs. Doth not the Lord Chriſt com-. 
mend thoſe violent ones that took the King- 
dom of Heaven by a ftorm, and put us 
upon the ſame workz what clſe doth he 
mean by thoſe Precepts, John 6.27. Labor 
not for the meat which periſheth, but for the 
meat which indureth unto everlaſting life, And 
ſeek, firſt the Kingdom of Heaven, and the 
righteonſneſs thereof : and ſtrive to enter into 
the ftrait gate, Luke 13. 24. 

Do not the the Apoſiles put us upon the 
like work 5 what elſe is the ſigaification of 
thoſe words which arc ſo frequent in their 
Writings ? Running, wreſiling, contending, 
fighting 3 to what purpoſe elſe are their cau- 
tions? how many take heeds have we? how 
oft bid to make ſure to work out our ſalvati- 
on with fear and trembling ? to take faſt hold 
of inſtruction? to hold out to indure to the 
end and overcome ? how many Scriptures 
might I produce of this nature? and what do 
they all ſpeak, but the indiſpenſible duty that 
the command of our great Maſter laycth upon 
us,to uſe our utmoſt diligence in matters that 
concern his glory and our eternal welfare ? 
and ſhall the Precepts of God be fleighted ? 
are his Commands of no.authority ? are his 
Laws of no force ? Well then, if God be 
our Father, let us do him that honour, as 
well as our ſelves that kindneſs and honour 
to abey him; it Chriſt be indeed our Lord, 
Maſter , Husband , let us ſhow that we 


arc 
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, are his Subjects, Servants and Spouſe by our 
ready conapliance with his equal, ſweet and 

holy comniands, 

2, Conſider, as you have many Precepts 
for this duty, ſo you have many Preſidents to 
excite yoit, All the true Servants of God 
are Laborers; if you could look into all the 
Cloſlets of believers,youſhould ſee them there 
wreſtling with God upon their knees by 
prayer 3 it you could look into their hearts 
you might ſee them always in the Souldiers 
poſture. Little doth the world think what 
ſome of them are doing in their Spirits , and 
what work is carried on within, while they 
let their hearts run up and down without 
controll : they ſee them eating and drinking, 
and walking and working, and they think by 
this they are like themſelves, but they under- 
ſtand not what food their ſouls live on, what 
trade their ſouls drive, what pains their ſouls 
take for an inheritance for ever, Every true 
Saint takes pains and works hard ; and would 
we be called ſervants, and expe& wages, and 
do little or no work ; methinks the diligence 
of ſome ſhould ſhame us into greater aCi- 
vity. What, are not our ſouls as precious as 
theirs? would not the loſs of them be as fad 
to us as them ? will not grace, peace and 
glory be.as well worth the looking after as 
theirs? 

O at what a pitiful rate do ſome that we 


would hope have the root of the matter in 
them 


(79) 
them live over others! how humbly , pati- 
ently, and zealouſly have ſome Saints walked ? 
how holily did the Prophets , Apoſtles and 
4 Martyrslive, and was their labour loſt? do 
$ we think they did too much for Heaven ? dare 
$ wecondemn them as too preciſe, too careful 
to pleaſe God and ſecure Reaven ? do not we 
applaud their zeal, gallantry, conſtancy, and 
3 can we commend them without condemning 
our ſelves ? was their activity, highly, lovely 
g and honourable, and is not our neglect 
ſhameful, who do nothing like them ? why 
$ ſhould not we do as much as they? is not the 
obligation as great upon us as them? is not 
the Maſter the ſame, the Wages the ſame? O 
what do we-mean that we are ſo ſleepy, care- 
leſs, Nothful ! did Peter and Paul pray as we 
do? did David praiſe and love God as we 
do? did the Primitive Saints hear Sermons 
with ſuch unconcerned ſpirits as we do? do 
we look as if we could cheartully look into 
a Priſon and imbrace our chains as a orna- 
ment? dowea@ as if we could ſtep chearfully 
up a Ladder to a Gibbet, or hug a Fagot 
and Stake ? O let's look about us, we fall 
exceedingly ſhort of the Saints of. former 
days! O where is that ſpirit that once breath- 
ed amongſt the people of God ! Come, Sirs, 
let's up and be doing, and the Lord be with 
us , we have acloud of witnetlcs that is gone 
before us ; they all ſerved their Maſter faith- 
fully while they were here ,- and now they 


are 
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, are above they do it better. O now how 
| bravely do they warble out the praiſes of the 
moſt High! how warm are' their hearts ! 
how lively, cheartul and conſtant ! O. what 
brave ſervants hath God above! O that 
there were ſome proportion between our 
ſervices here and theirs above ! O that 
we were more naturalized to Divine Im- 
ployments ! O- that the Commands of 
God were our pleaſure ! O that God would 
help, warm , and quicken our graces , that 
we may do his will upon earth as it is dane 
by Saints and Angels in Heaven ! and if 
ſuch examples be too high, and beyond our 
view 'and obſervation, may we not learn 
ſomething of our fellow creatures here be- 
low ? doth not God ſend us dull Scholars to 
Scool to the Fowls, Beaſts, Inſes, Prov. 6. 
6, I1. Go to the Ant thou ſluggard , conſider 
ber ways, and be wiſe, which having no guide, 
overſeer or ruler, provideth her meat in the 
Summer, and pathereth ber food in the Har- 
veſt. How long wilt thou ſleep, O flug- 
gard ? when wilt thou ariſe out of ſleep? 
doth not the diligence of the poor Hus- 
bandman , Mechanick or Labourer greatly 
reproach us 3 nay,the Racers at the Olympick 
Games, the Fencers ( the Apoſte alludes to 
ſuch ) who did all for a poor Prize ; their 
aGivity and curioſity may condemn us for 
they did it to obtain a corruptible Crown, 
but we an incorruptible z they were not ſure 
to 
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to 0btgin,. but we may ſo run not as uncers 
tainly, and ſo fight not as thoſe that beat 
the Air, -1 Cor. 9. 25, 26. O what a deal 
a do there is to get and keep a little of 
that which ſome call riches, whileſt the true 
riches are contemned 3 Awake, O Chriſtian, 
and look about thee; be as dilligent for 
Heaven as the earth, take as much pains 
for Eternal glory as mcn do for worldly 
honour, be as caxeful -about the ſubſtance 
as they, be about the ſhadow, and then 
when they are bewailing their folly; thou 
wilt be enjoying the frnit ot thy labour, and 
hopes unfpeakable happineſs 3 and it all 
theſe exemples ſignif lictle if ſee on Earth 
and Heaven be not-regarded 3 then turn thine 
Eycand look down on the diligence of hell 
doſt thou not ſee what pams the Devil takes 
to deceive, tempt -and ruine thee and-others ? 
and will not this continually ingage: thee to 
watchtulneſs? dolt thou never obſerve the 
poor bewitched world, and dduded finner, 
what riling early, what watching, what ha- 


'Zard do they run, and allfor the gratifying, 


of their luſts, and the pleaſing of the Devyl, 
and the damnation of their own Soul? and 
they dg not grutch their pains, nor think 
much. of their labour , nor at {preſent re- 


-pent their colt: Eye, Chrittian, Fye; ſhall the 


Devil do ſo much jor our. ruine and we (o 
little to xekſt him, and ſave our ſelves: fhalt 
| G fin» 


[$2] 


 finnexs think nothing too;;good for their 
"Lufts, and we think every thing too good 
for God, ſhall they take ſo much pains for 
"Hell, and we fo: little for Heaven. Come 
for ſhame, let*s up and: be doing, and;mend 
our pace and work hard and be- followers of 
them who thorojy Faith- and patience are 
Inheritors of the Promiſe. Heb. 12. 1. @c. 
Heb. 6. 12. 1 Pet. 5. $9. 

3- Conſider to make you more diltgent 
for whom it is that yon. work, Doth he 
not deſerve well at: your hands ? is- there 
any in Heaven or Earth, .that you have 
greater reaſon-toſcrye ? do you never conſi- 
der what obligations you rare under, who 
gave you your being ,- who ſubjected - the 
creatures. to: you, -Wwho both defended and 
kept you all your. days, is it not that:God 
that I would have you ſerve with more:adti> 
vity; is a dull grumbling ſlothful ſpirit beco- 
ming one under ſuch-ingagement ;- from 
whom are all thy preſent enjoyments,. from 
whom thy future expeQations? And do 
you think that God looks. for but a little of 
you Are you not called his peculiar-peo- 
ple, andſhould not you. be zealons 6f good 
works? is not Chriſt your. redeemers and 
was that a kindneſs to. be forgor: and'-ſleigh- 
ted? O where is gratitude and ingenuity! 
if goodneſs can- quicken Obedience ; who 
is better to us than God? if the Maſter's eye 

ſ1gni- 
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ſignifie any thing, when is it off as? if his 
greatneſs can provoke, us, who ampng the 
Sons of the mighty is comparable to him ? 
as Litke. 7. 4- Rev.,s. 12+. Pſal. Too. 3. 
Pſa..36.. 6. Rev. 5. 9. | 

4. Confider the: natvre of the work: it's 
no dirty ſow diſhonourable ſervice that we 
are plt upon, but that which would, very well 
become he greateſt Frinccs that ever wore 
a Crown 3 his Service would enoble ho- 
nour's, make Crown's glorious, and put a 
true, worth and dignity upon that, Wig 
withour it.is but-a.ngmG}a Shadow, and wal 
than nothing, Whaj- is at that the. wn 
our-God doth requize-of.. us but to dg juſtly, 
to loye mercy, . and, wajk humbly with our 
God ? ; What, doth/he command, but" hat 
is an advancerent.of opr natufes.a pxiviledg, 
an honor ? O that we did indeed.ungerfiand 
our. work aright, and then,w& (houlds need 
but faw more matives.t6 go. about its; . Mic, 
4+" \ Titus, "2. 14: , Ezek. 18, 29. P/al..147- 
laſt, poo: 
5., Conſider what. Wages you are ike to 
have.in this World .- In keeping of his Com- 
mands; there is great reward , his Work, 
ſelfis Waggs': Oh, the ſwettnefs, peace, joy 
that.is/in- hand, eſpecially if there. be great 
Diligence and Fidelity. All that ;f .have 
been ſpeaking of in the Dodtrinal part, is 
the Fruit of ſpiritual Diligence; Juſtification, 
Adoption, . SanRtification, are the Concomi- 
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tants of ity and is all this nothing? To have 
a fitle tb. a good Eſtate, and to be able to 
clear it, though we be not quite at age, me- 
thinks ſhould have ſomewhat of Pleaſure in 
it, Turn back, and read over again what 
you have read, and fit down, and conſider 
whether there be not enough in it to put us 
upon doing what we do with all our _ 
Pſalm 19. 11. 'Prov. 3.17. Tſai. 32.17. b 


. 6, . Confider what. Reward Diligence is 
like to have in another -World O can 
ufter the thouſand thouſandth part of what 
2 Saint-is worth? The Riches, Glory and 
Pleaſures of ;ten_ thouſand Worlds are all no- 
thing to what 'a Believer ſhall enjoy, as 
ſoon as ever he is called home by his Ma- 
ſter. But-I need g9- no farther than my 
Text, read jt, and ponder well every word, 
The Everlaſting. Kingdam of owr Lord and S4- 
views FESUS-CHRIST: Read them 

gp Do you know what the 
meaning of. all thoſe; words is? A King- 
dom! What will not ſome doe and venture 
fora Kingdom? What Thoughts, Care, 
Counſt!, what ſeeking for Allies, what Pro- 
miſes, yea, what Rewards to them that can 
help get and ſecure it > what coft too great, 
what fighting, watching , diligenec, is 
_ much of ? Invincible Difficulties 
are levelled , unſpeakable hazards over- 
Jook'd, and I' will not fay, ſometimes the 
Dam» 
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Damnation of a Sonl is reckoned a fimall 
matter if it ſtand in the way of a Cxown and 
Kingdom: but I tell you, nay: God tells 
you , that theſe-Kingdoms below: axe poor 
things 'to that abovei- All the Crowns and 
Scepters*and Jewels® of all the Monarchs un- 
der Heaven lajd'together, arc. bur a heap of 
Rubbiſh cotypared fo that'Kingtom. 'King- 
doms*have therr bounds, andthe. greateſt 
Monarchs have*theLimits-of their Dominions 
their Glory rpay be eclipſed by Civil or Fo- 
reign Troubles; 'and a thouſand Occurrances 
may make that mans heart ake:whoſe head is 
dignified * with # Crown! Ro0yal3" but irs far 
oth wiſe in-this Kingdom; *ifs%a Kingdom 
that hath no Bonds; whole Peaze and: Glo- 
ry -is - interrupted" with no Wars, Famine , 
Plague, Fire &f Troubles 2 Nothing -but 
Glory , Pleaſtire ;) Joy, Hadppinels is there, 
no Imppritiecs, Divifions, Sickneſs; *nothing 
that offends; what"Joy,*Trivttaph, Honour 
is there! and-every'one- that \cormes there is 
a King , hath his Crown. -' Lord ,- what-a 
place is.that. where ſo many millions of Kings 
meet, bleſſed” are thoſe that areadvanced to 
that Honour, and Happy ' it *thoſe which 
(hall be advanced to that Digrity: that,that's 
Preferment indeed worthy praying, watching, 
ſtriving , fighting, venturing all for. ' Oh, 
the Glory, Riches, Priviledges of this King, 
dom! How ſweet and healthful an Air is 
that where none ſhall ay, I am ſick? how 
, G 3 der 
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delightful a place muſt that needs be, 'where 
are Rivers' of Pleaſures, and that infinite 
Fountain of full joy for ever more 3 no need 
of Watching, Guard, Fightingz a compleat 
Victory hath put an end co all theſe things, 
and what remains but the fruit of fo glori- 
ous a Conqueit. joy, fcalting, and a trium- 
phant Jubilce > what hath the Saint then 
to do, but to behold the Glory of his Pal- 
lace, to view the Rarity 'of his City, the 
New Feruſalem, and to praiſe, love and in- 
joy God in unſpeakable Happineſs : but , 
that which makes this Kingdom fill more 
deſirable, and worthy of the greateſt Dili- 
gence to get and fccure, is, that it is an 
EVERLASTING KINGDOM: 
here the greateſt Kings, after a few years at 
moſt, in ſpight of Power, Art, Dignity, Po- 
licy, muttthemſelves become Subje&s to the 
King of Terrours and bow their necks to his 
Scepter, and in ftead of a fiately Palace, 
Princely Grandure and Pomp, in fiead of a 
glorious Kingdom muſt Iye down in dark- 
neſs, dwell in the duſt, and leave nothing 
behind them, bur ſome poor Remembran- 
ces of their Greatneſs : which- it may be a 
lictle time may quite deface, wear out, de- 
your: but this is a Kingdom that hath no 
end , neither ſhall Mortality diſparage the 
Glory of theſe Kings. Eternity may be 
written upon the Gates of their Palace, and 
Immortaitty upon the head cf eyery King, 
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After ten millions of millions of Ages their 
Kingdom ſhall be as glorious as the hrſt day, 
they took the poſſethon of it, their Com- 
forts as freſh; their Bodies and Souls as 
ſtrong, active and lively as they were when 
they were firſt awakened by the ReſurreCi- 
on: | all thata: Saint now does or ſuffers is 
ſhort, but' all that he receives and injoys 
then will be eternal, his life eternal life, his 
joy everlaſting joy, his Inheritance an eter- 
nal Inheritance, ' his Kingdom, Crown, Glo- 
ry.all eternal 3 and is not all this worth uſing 
all Diligence fox ? - Shall 1; can I ſay more 
ſtill to: quicken Induſtry? It is- the King- 
dom of qQur Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt -; 
There we ſhall have his bleſſed Come 
pany which; makes -Heaven - more glori- 
ous, than elſe it-would: be, there we ſhall ſee 
his face, have his embraces, lye in his bo- 
ſom, - and be joint heirs with him for ever. 
Oh, What would not ſome give to (ee as lit- 
tle of Chriſt here, as Fames and Fobn did ; 
but, Oh, whata fight will that be to fee him 
face to face that is infinitely more glorious 
than all. created”: Excellencies! But here I 
am at a and Let Faith and Mcditation 
£0 on (till till the Sonl is in an Extacy of Ad- 
miration and Aﬀection: as for words they 
are infinitely - ſhort of the nature of the 
thing And what faiti thou now, 
O weary Labourer, Noſt thou not hind a new 


Life to anjmate thy Soul ? Don't thy heart 
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begin to burn? Is not all this like oyl to 
make the wheels. run more ſwiftly ?  Canſt 
thou ſtill be luke-warm and indifferent ? Is 
there any room left for Sloth ſtill > What 
doſt make nothing of Chriſt, Saviour, -King- 
dom, Eternity ? - Have all theſe words of 
Weight loſt their Signifhicancy? Once more 
Awake for ſhame, and mend thy pace; this 
flow walk diſparages your Faith, your Chriſt, 
your Kingdom. It all this will not prevail 
with us to make more haſte ,, What-will? 
Lift up thine Eyes and-look before thee 3 re- 
member where you are : Is not this the 
Vineyard, and what, ſhall we loiter there ? 
Is not this the Market-place';” and ſhall we 
idle. there ? And if ſuch kind of Motives 
have loſt their Efficacy, Conſider the Short- 
neſs of your Time, the Greatneſs of your 
Work, the many Hindrances that you may 
meet with, and the unſpeakable Danger of 
Sleeping when ſuch an Enemy as is at your 
gates: And if yet thou remain ſluggiſh , 
read that one Scripture, Matth, 25. 26---30. 
Thow micked and ſi1tbful Servant,—— Thou 
oxghteſt to have put out my Money to the Ex- 
changersz and then at my coming, Iſhould have 
recerved mine own with Uſury, Take there- 
fore the Talent from him, and give it unto him 
that hath ten Talents. For unto every one that 
hath ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abundance : 
but from him that bath not, ſhall be taken away 
even that which he hath, And caſt ye the un- 
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profitable ſervant into outer Darkneſs, there ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth : Dag, 
12. 2, 2 Theſſ.2. 16. Pſalm 133. 3--Pfal. 

16. 11» 

' And . what faiſt thon now, © my Soul, 
will this dull doing ſerve the turn ftill ? have 
the Precepts of God no Authority? have 
ſo many Examples and Preſidents no Influ- 
ence? can you polhibly over-doe where 
the Relation is ſo near, and the Obligation 
ſo deep ?* doth not the Work commend it 
ſelf? doth it not bring Wages along with 
it? Is aKingdom worth nothing ? Is Eternity 
ſhort ? and re CHRIST andJESUS 
words of no great Power ? Who now can 
hnd in his heart to be ſo unkind to God, 
and cruel to himſelf as to be fluggiſh Gill 2 
Give me leave to expoſtulace the Caſe a lit- 
with thee-, O my Soul, for I cannot be 
ſatisfied, I won't - let thee be at quiet 
till the matter be mended. . Belicvers 
ſhall 1 ſpeak one word - more and rca- 
{on the cauſe with you hath not the 
Lord opened your eycs and given you 
ſome ſight of the exccllency - and reali- 
ty-of inviſlibles, hath he not given you 
your ſpiritual ſenſes, was there not a time. 
that you could fay he was altogether Jove- 
ly ? how ſweet once were his Commands ? 
when thou wert praying and weeping, and, 
wreltling, and Chriſt came and wiped 
thiac eyes, and kifſed thee, and . gave thee, 
ns 
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his bleſſing, was it not pleaſant ?- were 
thoſe dutics loſt > was that hbour in vain ? 
art thou now © halt -in the mind that all 
was but a fancy? what. could the Atheiſts 
ſay worſe ? what can gratifie - the Devil 
more ? what more provoking to your dear- 
eſt friend ? didſt thou not then'mmake thy 
boaſt and tell what God. had done -tor thy 
Soul, and invite others'to' taft and ſce, and 
was that Feaſt but- a dream? 'O for ſhame 
belie not infinite - goodneſs, 15: this -your 
thanks for ſo unſpeakable a gift ? doth not 
the trifling in the things of God blaſ- 
pheme him before the © whole -world, and 
as it were tell them that you can't tell, 
Whether Heaven be not a ſhadow; Or 
Chriſt a Maſter worth ſerving , dnd Relt» 
gion, an Employment worth / engaging 
in with all ones Soul? I pray how-do you 
think they conftrue the! Formality and 
Sloth, but thus? - Sure. there-15' no- great 
matter in thoſe things that Miniſters talk 
fo much of, Chrift , Heaven , Holinels; 
for if there /' were one. would think that 
they which pretended-.to them ſhould purſue 
matters of ſuch conſequence with incompa» 
rably more ſeriouſneſs, diligence and-aGtivi- 
ty. -O little do we think what wrong our 
laſineſs doth to the cauſe of God-!- O- theres 
fore for Gods ſake, tor your' ſouls fake, tor 
the ſake of the poor World, who are in 
hazard of being hardncd in thcir fins by it; 
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Jet*s ſtir up our ſelves, and fall to-our great 
work like Men and Women that are under* 
the deep impreiſtions of the Reality, Glory, 

Eternity , and nearneſs of that inviſible 

Eſtate, and that ſeeing ſuch a thing is attain- 

able can't take up with any thing below 

an abundant Entrance into the Everlaſting 

Kingdom. of our Lord and Saviour Feſws 

Chriſt. This is all I ſhall ſay at preſent 

with relation to the firſt part of the exhor. 

tation which was directed to the People 

of God. 


2. I come now to addreſs my ſelf to 
the poor mad world that are bulie indeed; 
but what is it about, but in ruining them- 
ſelves', that are diligent indeed, but it is 
in the ſervice of a hard Matter, that take 
a preat deal of pains, but it is to lictle pur« 
poſe , except diſhonouring of God , and 
damning of their own and others Souls be 
'to any good purpoſe unto you. O ye ſimple 
ones it 1s to you that the mighty [chovah 
hath ſent me ,to you, I muſt cry, and 
you I mult once more warn to flce from 
the wrath to come, Hold, ſinner, hold 
why drivelt thou on fo furiouily , whi- 
ther are you going, ſo haſtily, what is it 
you ſpend your time, your thought and 
money upon, what wages are you like to 
have for ſuch work ; will this {wearing, 
Curing , Whoring , indeed cnd in Ever- 

laſting 
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lating Happineſs? is that way ye are 
xunning in, the way to Heaven ? is it not 
the way to Death, Miſery, and Hell ? Be- 
fore you ſtep one ſtep further, in the name 
of God, I charge you to ſtand z be well ad- 
viſed: what you do; as the Lord liveth you 
arc a dead man if you go on in that road : 
all that have gone on in it have dearly re- 
pented, But behold 1 ſhew you a more 
exceltent way , and my Soul for yours, if 
you kcep in that way if you do not come 
ſafe to your journeys end, and ſup nobly, 
at night, and flcep ſoft, and quietly till the 
morning. What fay you, will you: take 
my counſel, or rather Chriſts advice ? you. 
are hard at work, I would now have 
you work, that it may be worth the while; 
I. would have you take pains for conlide- 
Table gains 3; I would have, you labour 
for ſuch wages as may, maintain' you 
comfortably 3 . have you. not heard and 
read , what the diligent and Faithful Ser- 
vant ſhall have, that works with all his 
might in Gods vineyard? his. penny. will 
be worth. all 'the pounds that; the rich 
worldling doth fo greedily  ſeck 3 his pay 
will be in ſach Coin as hath worth and 
weight in it, ang will go Currant .in ano- 
ther Worldz his reward will be an Ever- 
laſting Crown of Glory. And. what do 
you fay to this, poor deluded finner? is 
there any thing in fin better than a King” 
| om 
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dom ;, can Satan give ſuch an inheritance 
as Hicavenz can he beſtow a Crown of glo- 
Ty upon his Servant? what do you think of 
all that hath been faid ? dare you ſtand forth 
and fay that it's a fancy, a cheat a he? 
'Speak man "and ſhew your felf a man in 
what you ſay, and not a ſtark fool, a bruit, 
a mad man 3 if you are well in your wits, I 
fear not a fair debate, If truth'ir ſelf may be 
credited, T doubt not but I ſhall have your 
aſſent, and conſent to what I have and 
ſhall ſay; come ſinner, ſtand forth I fay 
Md' anſwer. Doſt thou believe: that thefe 
is a God? is not this God infinitely good, 
holy and truet? do you indeed believe this ? 
well, and do you believe that his word 


ſhall be made good to a tittle? that his 
Commands are juſt ? that there is a neceſſity 
of obeying them ? that all his Promiſes ſhall 
be fulfilled, and that his Threatnings muſt 
have execution ? Do you = your hearty 


afſent to all this? what, and go on ill, or fit 
down without fear and trembling? why man 
what doſt mean ? art contented to be dam- 
ned ? art willing to dwell with everlaſting, / 
burnings ? or is an eternity of Glory a light 
matter? is'it Wiſdom, Reaſon to prefer 
Dung before Jewels, Mifery before Happi- 
neſs, Hell before Heaven ? Date you' ſtand 
by it and owne it before God and Angels, 
When you ſee the - Saints Crowns and the 
Sinners Chains,Priſon ,flames,that the finners 

choice 
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choice is: beſt, "and Satans ferviee better 
than Chriſts? whatſoever you think now 
f know what note you will then be in. O 
how wilt thou wiſh in vain 3 Oh that you 
had but took as much pains for Heaven as 
you did for Hcllz O that you were but in 


the caſe that thoſe glorious ones are in 3 how + 


will you bleſs thera, and in fpight of your 
heart judg them wiſe, and your. ſelf a fool! 
and will venture ſtill? come finner for 
Gods fake, for thy Souls ſake turn ſpedily, 
and uſe as much diligence to ſave thy Soul, 
as thou didſt before to damn it, and for all 
this thou maiſt be of that happy number: 
what is there in Sin, :and Satan, and Hell 
that thou ſhouldſt be ſo fond of them, and 
venture ſo hard , and be at ſuch coſt and 
pains for them? Speak man, What haſt 
thou to ſay-in the praiſe of Sin , that- thou 
doſt fo affectionately cleave to it, as if it 
were thy Life; thy Joy, thy Heaven ? 
What haſt thou to ſpeak for the honour 
of thy Maſtey the. Deyil, that thou ſerveſt 
him fo. faithfully.; | diligently , conſtantly ? 
I am perſwaded:. thou haſt not one wotd 
toſay; and amſ{ure thou haſt no Reaſon 
in the World on thy. fide, and T1 am as con- 
fident all that thou wilt get by thera at laſt 
will be ſhame and ſorrow. Well, now are 
you of the ſame mind ſtill, or will you change 
your Maſter and Imployment, and with all 

your 
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your might ſerve the Lord? What do you 
ſay, will you orno ? Have you any thing 
to object againſt him or his Service? What 
harm would Religion, in its Power, do you ? 
What is there in ,Godlineſs rhat makes you 
fo much afraid of cloſing with it ? Which 
of all Gods:Commands are. unreaſonable ? 
What doth he rcquire-of thee but what is 
infinitely for thy-Profit ? © Is there any thing 
in Holineſs that'a wiſe man need be afraid 
of? Is to love the Lord our God with all our 
heart and: Soul;and our Neighbour as our 
{{lf, ſo diſmall-a thing? Is a life of Purity, 
and, Joy,and Communion with God fo tedi- 
ous a thing that one had better venture upon 
eternal Flames than. ſuch a Life ?- Once more 
I come-to.kgow what your Reſolution is in 
this matter, and to perſwade you, if polhble, 
in _ſtead.,of being, diligent for nothing , to 
be, ſo for ſomething. And that I may pre- 
vail, ſhall lay-betore you theſe following con- 
fiderations briefly. 

1,Conſider, fianer,' of 'what vaſt Concern 
this matter-is that I am- dealing ' with you 
about; Were ita ſmall: thing, I ſhould 
moxe . contentedly bear a Denial; but it is a 
Buſineſs. of. the greateſt Importance in the 
would z It is your life, the life of your Soul, 
it's, an. Inheritance, a Kingdom, your Cory- 
fort, Honour , Intereſt , every thing 3 I ſay 
again, it is your All : and what would not 
a man in his wits do to get and ſecure All : 


fach 
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fach an ALL as all the Glory of the World 
is but Dung to itz a glorious and eternal 
Happineſs: Oh that you did , but know 
what a Propoſal F make!' Oh, that you 
did indced' believe, and then I ſhould not 
need to queſtion but that T might ſpare urg- 
ing, of more motives to ingage your heart 
and Soul in diligent ſerving of God and (e- 
curing you Soul. 

2. Confider, to how little Advantage 
you labour till you in good Earneſt ſet -a- 
bout this Work. Your Time, Pains and 
coſt is'loſt ; till then your Gettings are, in- 
conſiderable. Suppoſe that (which T believe 
none but a mad-man expe&s ) you could 
gain the whole world, and if you looſe 
your Soul can you: brag of - your bargain. 
Conſider man whether it be worth, the 
while to riſe up early, and lie down Tate; 
and fiſl ones Head and Heart with care, 
and all for a ſhadow, and that which prohts 
not, when .if that pains, and thoſe 
thoughts, it rightly expended, might 
brivg in 2 vaſt Income upon which you 
might live bravely for ever. O be not 1o 
haſty to run after a Butter-flie, ſo Eiger in 
the purſuit of vanity, ſo diligent "about 
that which will return to no account, whilſt 
Chriſt, Heaven, -and Glory may be had with 
a gtcat deal lefs trouble. 4 
' 3+. Conſider what others haye got by 
their diligence. : - Inquire--of any of - 
x tne 


the Saints and ask [them whether praying 
hearing,, receiving the Sacrament, loving 
God 5; believing , hoping , nay watching , 
denying themſelves, enduring of affligion 
bearing. of Croſles , hath not been , more 
profitable to them than the pleaſures of 
Sin? (/ which ſometimes they : alſo were 
ſuch fools as to betaken with }) ask David 
whether his ſerving of God, or his Crown 
brought him in the. greater revenue ?rand 
he will ſoon anſwer you, that the light 
of. God's Countenance is | better. than 
Mountains of Gold and Silver, than Rivers. 
of Wige andOil,than the greateſt encreaſe of 
Corn, Time would fail me to mentionEnochg 
Noab, Elijab , Daniel Ezekiel, Paxl, - and 
Millions more, what Joys, Plcafure, honours 
intimacy with God here and eternal hap- 
pineſs, hertafcer. | 
4, Conſider what Arguments, what In. 
treaties, ' what, importunitics w&guſe in 
perſwading you, 1,, beſcech you aa Chriſts 
licad,, take faſt Hold ,of Wiſdom,,. come 
into. Chrjf's Vineyard , Oh,. why ſtand 
you - here, all the day idle ? 1 might 
many more motives « Oh, conſider 
who.zjt-is for whom LI would have you 
work, its. *he God that needs you, and, 
cagand will make you happy. if you will 
{exve him, fajthtylly, . its. for Chriſt that 
red:emed you and; will give you a Crown, 
of- life, bf you diligently follow him tif 
121 H death 


death, its for your 649% 8oid, Oh, confider 
what great offers 2x6 made you und whey 
deco Dawoyes you wilt Feeſain if 
rpt/ſpecdity «omply,, Now, God, is" wel 
mod ady t of you-for his Servayigy, and 
Child; a promhiſeth Life and Hcaven for 
your reward , time is hope, it will quick» 
ly- be+ £00. Jate: the greareft* diligence is 
little 'etiovgh , what you do, do quickly 
and'dd it with all your mighc ; 'So © wo alſo 
may havean abundant Entran 
F ſhall conclude all with ws of di- 
reQion to all ,, what they Rode co to 
get this Dili , ind an ebwndane Ui 


france nto the '2 Kingdom af. « our lay | 
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DireQions. 4 17 46 
1.Put away from you RT y hin- 
der your, & PINEnCes Darken your 
Ces A rake the thoughts of God, Now 
and ent, diſmal ta you, be ſure, you 
calt of your, works of darkneſs, Jet hy 
Sin be entergained in your 


love and liking, take heed of 2 —# wy 


ved fin, beware of Unbelicf; take heed. : 


being pleaſed tov much with the World. 
and, carnal delights 3 dread gl 


wicked Company, Sleightneſs a 
lity in Duty :.bave a. care of ] 


your watch, and _ Lazinefs, a | puts 


your Soul to the- ver» 
ture / 
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faxes: there is no running with ferters 1 
and, no working in chainsaand ſhackles, no 
coming to this Joy except theſe hinderan» 
ces be removed ” never except to come 
triamphahtly co Heaven except this direQti- 
on be narree oP : ruth for ail your 

» joy and hopes if you do not take 
Ns a Heb. 12. 1. Iſo. 55. % Ie 
I, 16, 18, 

*, 'Be ſure the firſt and grand work be 
welllaid m deep Humility, found Converfi- 
on, and-'a Heart-changez if the Will be 
really trned trom Sin to God, and, your 
heate; in} good earneſt ſer for him , its & 
mighty Help to quicken Diligence, What 
will ſuch a man think much of ? what 
pains will he be at iti {carching his heart, in 
{cafehing the Scripeures, and in comparing 
hinlfelf with the Rule ? Oh ſearch aud try 
yGur Telf, and do it with Fear and Jralouſic, 
retftramber how deccittul your Heart is, beg 
of-God to*try- you", 'and let this be one of 
yout® cqnftent Petitions, Let my heart be 

nd'in thy*Statutes, that I may never be 
aftanied Do nor cafily take it, for grants 
c$ It you are converted, beg, beg. ſome 
faichfef Miniſter 'eQucarcH you to the quick, 
aft riiendberx* godly ]caloufic doth als 

becotie you, 'and that the maſt Confis 
dentare ſeldom 1ight. Adﬀes 3.19 @& 2. 37+ 
Pfal. 119. 80, Mat. 7. 24. w, 
oY . H 2 3. Be 
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3. Be-wuch looking to Chriſt and the 
Promiſes; improve Chriſt in all his Offices 
and Relations ; Let bis Lite make you-more 
humble, meck, {c|t-denying, - obedient,; zea- 
tous , lively and ſpiritual, Let: his:Dcath 


kill fin, and let his ReſurreGion xaifc. your: 


Aﬀ-&ions , and (ct . your heart on Heaven 
where Chriſt dwells; urge his Pxotwile, 
whereby he hath ingaged to be with his to 
the end of the- World, and to:give. you, his 
Peace; Remember the Word upon which 


he- hath made you to trult 3--a found Faith 


in Chriſt and the Promiſes -would bring. in 
Strength and Conſolation : -ik we lived 
more vpon Chiitt and leſs upon our (clves, 
more upon the Promiſes and leis upon Senſe, 
we -might have other; kind of Comforts in 
Life and Death than moſkhave : Hebr, 12.2, 
Fobn 14. 27. Rem. 15. 13+ 


4. -Be earneſt for the Spirit: If you ask 
more of it, and with more Importunity , 
you ſhould have no Denial, you have Chrilis 
Advice to ijncourage your cndeavours and 
Hopes : It is by the- Spirit. the Soul is fet 
at Liberty,it*s by the Spiric that we mortihs 
the deeds of the Fle(bh ts the Spirit that 
fills us with fighings an@ groanings vrut- 
terable; it's that which fills us. with Joy, 
nnſpeakable and full of Glory, The Fruit 
of the Spizit is Joy and Peace ; Oh,quench 
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not the Spirit , but be moſt earneſt in your 
Prayers for it,— Gal. 5, 22, Row. 8,26, 


15*Let' not 'a- day 'paſs without” ferious 
commantiing with your own hearts; inquire 
of your Soor 'Soul whether there be any 
thing of the aQing of Grace in Duty , any 
thing of Faith, Love, Humility z Zea! 3 
what anſwer'you have of Prayer, what of 
God' you injoy in all Ordinances 3'in all 
mpnits trquire what progreſs you make 
Hetven-watds \, and what declinings and 
bickflidirigs you are ' guilty of; and 'do 
not betr with” your hearts. when they be+ 
gnt' to'be dall, indifferent -and formal 3 and 
adore” Divine Goodne(s if you'feel any freſh 
gales*and-ſpiritual incomes 3 be ſure. you give 
the Glory ' of 'all to Graee'and'think {ti}; of 
yoar (elf 'as 2 *poor unprofitable Servant. 
Pſal.q.4. 3 Cor,13. 5. Jer.8.6. Pſal, 119, 
of Fs 


6," Improve all Ordinances, Providen- 
and S6tieties for the quickning of your 
Grice',' the” railing your: Experiences, and' 
bringidy you nearer to' God, There is 
1 Divine” Att and Skill, -it we couldi 
ith '4r, cf + turning every thing into» 
Gol&, 411d making our felves'richer by loſ- 
ſcs/\trdiger by weakneſs, healthful by fick-' 
neſs; 'and makirg every gat to fill our 


ils," and bring os nearer to our Hapbour, 
H 3 Prau. 
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Prov. 10. 29. Pſal,. 25. 10. Rom, $, 28, 
Iſa, 49. 31+ | 


7.Maintain a conſtant, holy Care and So» 
licitouſneſs about your Soul ; and xemember 
that to ſerve God and fave your Soul is your 
Buline(s , and that all other things axe little 
or nothing, but as they have reſpe& to this, 
Qh, Stir up your ſelves with all your might 
jn all Dutics, and count it a madneſs to be 
careleſs and flight in any thing that con» 
Ferns God and your Souls; do what you 
can poſlibly to ſhake your Sloth off, do all 
with your might which rclateth directly 
to God, and your Eternal State, Pſoln 
219. 5. M3,6,33. Yy 


8, Meditate upon the Eye of God, .the 
exccllency and reality of Inviſibles ; is it 
pollible to be dull and idle in prefgace of 
ſuch a Maſter as we ſerve ? What made 
Enceb, Noab, Abrabam, Darzd to live at ſuch 
a rate as they did? Did not Faith quic- 
ken their Obedience, and make unſcen 
things preſcnt, did not that (hew them the 
Glory, and aſſure them of nearneſs and pro- 
pricty? Qh, let us look to the things that 
are not ſcen, and lefs to the things that 
are ſeen, and then we ſhall quickly be of 
Pazls mind to prefer Heaven þefore Earth, 
and ever long to he diſſolved, thatwe may be 


with Chgiſi, 
P. Look 
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9. Look oft intothe Scriptures, and dwel 
upon the Truths that are there, What pre- 
tious Promiſes are there, who can belicve 
them, and be ſlothful in God's Service ? you 
may with Joy draw water out of theſe Wells 
of Conſolation: Rom, 15.4, Pſalm 119.144 
"15, 16, Kc. Pſal. 19. 10. 


10. Think much of the Grave, Judgmenr, 
and Eternity : and in thus doing, you may 
be quickned in Duty,filled with Experience, 
and at laſt-come to this blefſed Priviledge, 
to have an abyndant Entrance into the Ever» 


lafling Kingdow of our Lard and Sauour Jeſus 
Cbriſt 


Oh, that none of us might now take up 

with a lazy Profeſſion, but labour with all 
our might, to arive'to this bleſſed pitch, to 
live humbly, holily, honorably, and to dye 
triamphancly ! 


THE END, 
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HEREES þe {aſe inſect 


An Account of ſome of 
the Death-bed Experi- 
ences of Mris. Þ---, 


Ris, B e—=not long beforc her 
| M laſt ſickneſs was . under. feverat 


KY \hurrics and/ temptations by ſome . 

-— *-..of a diffcreat !judgment, which 

the .Losd -was in ſome _mealurc pleaſed to 

help ame:to, xemove z;.and . no ſooner: was 

ſhe under {ome compoſure in ſpirit but the 

Lord was pleaſcd to. vifit:her with a fea- 

your, in which he did: to: admiration ma- 

nifcet Himſelf to her. - Which 1 wrote 

down f om ther own: mouth when I came 
to viſit her.. 

The. firti. time that-I came to obſcrve 
any thing extraordinary in her fickneH 
ſhe cried out with holy admiration at 
Gods Condeſcention to her, and (aid, I arm 
bke lictle Z:cbews that have b:en climing 
and+ looking after Chriſt, and longing 

ta 


Fr06 ] 

to fee him, and he hath looked upon me, 
and come to my houſe, and feaſted me, I 
have ſupped with him , and -he with mie 
and his banner over me was» love, -how 
ſweet are his flaggons of love! | have found 
that his promiſes are all true and unſpeak- 
ably (weet :-he hath not faid tothe feed 
of Jacob ſeek my fice in' vaiti: | upon him 
will I waits, I am but, a blaſt, a nothing, 
and yeUIhave found. the truth of this love 
to my Soul, and now-I know I ſhall live 
for ever. I have done my Work, I have 
tought the good fight , henceforth there 
remains for me a Crown incorruptible 
that fadeth not- away.-- Satan delixed to 
Gift mef, but Cheift hath" prayed for mc. 
If I had'i'mot ' had +Chrift co fly 40, and 
help me now,. I had been-in a ſad condi- 
tion indeed; But bleſſed be free Grace, I 
know, Chriſt loves me dearly, aud & love 
him dearly, but. he loves moſt; as'long 
2$ I have lain here, Chriſt hath not been ab» 
ſent from me one nioment,'and it he (cem- 
ed to withfraw; it. was 'but s very lirtlc, 
and to {ce how I di value his love and could 
bear his abſence, ' SLOT 

Then one ſpeaking concerning theprivi- 
ledges of the Ele&; ſhe faid, + ; 

O how bleſſed are the Citizens of Zion, 
but I can'c tel] how eo lift up my heart in 
the praiſes of the King of Zion-as I would, 
when I come to the -new Jeruſalem-I _ 

a 


hy 
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doit better ; the people of God will thea 
wonder that Chriſt ſhould do fo much for 
them, when:they were fo poor, anddefer- 
ved fo little, Oh admired be his Glory ! 
how doth hc now draw me with his good- 
nels! I had thought a low place good 


enough, andtoo good for me, but God hath 
provided a high place for me but what 
it is I can*t tell, but that I ſhall bavye ic 1 
am fuxe, 1 amis ſuch a Condition now, 
thatI can't ſay as the Pſalmili, Oh Bare mz 
that I moy recover @ little firength ,but Oh 
take me, as ſoon as thou wile, for thou 
haſt Rrengthened me with ſtrength in my 
2 Soul ; {4 knew thas my Redeemer liveth. Ob, 
that all of you that are preſent did but 
feel what I now through intinite Mescy 
fee}! then ſhe particularly prayed tor me, 
that God would mightily, owae and incou- 
rage me, and; then ſhe ſaid none of your 
Enemies (hall ws to Ob, the zefr« (h- 
iags! Oh, the refreſhings chat I'now tee), I 
can't challenge Chriſt,bue that he hath. becn 
Matter, Father, Husband unazo-me 3 and in- 
dced what hath not Chritt becu co my Saul ? 
he condeſcended to furniſh the room of ny 
hear tfor bis own delight, and mine roo, --- 
I then ſpoke more laxgcly of the <xcellen- 

cy of Chriſt $0 her and of the glory of that 
jiovincible World that ſhe was going to, at 
which ſhe cried out, Oh, I would rot 
have Chriſt to ſeck now for a Wor!d Nr 
ad 
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hid my work ribw to do; T ſhould 'kive*bben 
r?cmbling infttad' of ttjvicing arid priidg 
God: ©' Gvd hatff mid@ this bed exhe e& tht, 
he ' hath nor Icfr fortorfaken rift, f Dearh 
ftands here, Chrift ttands there, and {o tony 
I care not, Death harhitiow Joff® Wis firig, 
Oh, 'tiow doth the Tove of Clirift arishe 'te 
evtty" morning! Oh, that Iweet Sehirenice, 
how it tings in my cars,” Come ye po of my 
Father,” This ſcnfenice was oft in heffrhomrh 
with 'z holy trinmph $*Oh,” how'4eldy*is 
Chriftto pity poor Creatures,” + + 46) 
Tr 51d her that the Lord 'hid given” Her 
that white fione, and'in that a new name 
written, which toneknew btit'they har tad 
it. She ſoon 'burft out this, 1 'would*-nor 
'now give one farthing for a whole World, 
unſ:ctn things appear'real and great, and 
theſc'lower things are now nothing. 4+ 
So gracious is *the' Lord' to mo that” he 
doth not ſuft:r Satm {ſo mucti-as ro' tempt 
me now , he is qliite- chained ups I Was 
ſormetitnes afraid Ik when” the'britfegroont 
camel ſhou'd'not*bs rtally, 'bur rich Grate 
hath blown away 'mFfars. ' F can through 
Mercy, fay Iam ready, Conte now Lord is 
ſoon #5 thog wilt;' my work 48 dontt® 
will keep them in petfe&t peace whoſthekits 
ae tied dpbn him, Oh, how rick tmi'F- 
There” is Hot 3 protnife 'in the 'WHoſe BIBKC 
but I can ſay is mite, Oh, bRITed' Ye Fer 
Grace, kt Satan pluck and pull it he _ 
c 
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beiſhall-neber pluck me oat of the arms/vf 
Chriſt, #bo ſhall ſeparate. me ' from tbe love of 
Chriſt? BLſs the Lordz, O my Soul, and all 
that is within me bleſi bis boly Name, be bath 
pardoned all my ſins, and bath loved me with an 
Everlaſting Love. 

Afcer this, I prayed with her,but in and af- 
ter Duty ſhe {:cnrd to be ta the very Suburbs 
of Heaven,” and.immediately cried vut, Oh, 
huw do I long! Oh, how do I long to be 
with Jeſus! Jn my Fathers Houſe gre many 
Manſions: Oh, Chijft hath prepared a place 
for me3 and it is but yet alittle while, and 
he will come and fetch me, eAm:n, Even 
fo cimey Lord F ESUS. He wakes no tar- 
rying, I will wait his Leiſure, be comes, 
he is never abſent from me, he ſtands by 
mgy and {miles upon me, and mak<th me {fo 
long to dye; I can't tc}] what.co do, I do 
{o long'to be in his' Arms! Lord, come, 
Dear Lord, .come as foon as thou wilt, I am 
ready « Oh, come, Lord, and ſhew thy 
telf ro to thy - poor Saints, quicken .their, 
Graces,. Qh, that they, may be ſirady, and 
be Gi} prefling on.co the Mark ot High Cal- 
ling: ---:- My dear Redecincs loyes me, 
and-{peaks # good word, forme, ang for c- 
very one that layc4h hold vpon him, © He le+ 
vath 41-fixft..-- >; Lord, Give thy Love 10 
every, obs; hexc,. and ler none of theſe that 
ccente to lee me, 4amils of Heaven ic 

4 Bic ſs 
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Bleſs th& Children of thy poor Handmaid, 
and give them thy Grace, and keep them 
as thou haf# kept their poor Mother: Thou 
haſt bid'me, Delight my (cif in +be Lord, znd 
thou haſt faid, T ſhaft have the defires of my 
beart : I do delight in thee, O. Lord, and 
what do I defire more than to'plecafe' thee, 
to injoy thee, and to leave thee tor a Father 
and Portion for my Children ? | F' 
have him whom my Soul loves, whem my' 
Soul dclights in. My dear Friends , now - 
Chriſt is preaching to you ( by poor "me J" 
the Swectneſs and Excellency that is in 
himſelf; Oh who that knows Chriſt, "can 
live without him ? Sirs, Is not ſpeeking' 
experimentally and fcelingly of Chriſt” 
ſweet ? ----. Surc I have not long to be 
here. - 

Then fpeaking to one of her Children, ſhe 
aid*,' the Lord give thee a double Portion 
of his Grace. *----- - Oh, Chriſt, he'is altos 
gether lovely, he is {o lovely, that4-carft * 
ſufficiently fcr forth my W«cl-beloved': My 
Beloved is mine, and I am bis, 1 know God 
will be # Father to my Children, | reſt in 
the Faith of it: Oh that my Children may 
not 'have- their work to do when theyart in 
this Condition! Oh, who knows what »z 
tertible thing it is to dye withbut'a Chriſt:bue 
it is (weet to go to [clus , andifir be*fo 
{weet to injoy Chriſt how birtee AP 
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berg want thim? Oh, howido FE long tb 
be grſabped, aud t9:be erielr Clit Þ: | 
Jpen the prayed again excellently well 
for:,ye, .and4or my (ſpecial Preſervation in 
pagticular(2'' and atter Prayer, ſhe ſaid, £ 
have a Grant, I know it ſhall nor goull with 
youz;i The Rod of the Wicked ſrall not alw 
reſt-wpomibe back of the Iiybieow, ay 
appointed me a T<xt to Prezch upon at her 
Funeral , + Pſal. 27.13. Being asked whes 
ther ſhe would have ſermc of 2 Cordial ? 
ſhe anſwered no, no,; away with your Cordi- 
als, Jeſus Chriſt is now my only Cordial 
O how gol long to be in his preſence, In 
bisPreſence is fuincſi f Foy,at bis right band are 
Pleaſures for ever mere, How ami. ble are th 
tabernacles, bow pleaſait is thy aweling Place, 
O Lord of Hojis 1s me? no tongue can dif- 
cloſe what L fect, I can lay, Ee bath nos 
ſeen, neither bath _ ear beard, nor. can it enter 
into the beart of man to canceive rbast Chriff 
bath bought for me, 12id »p for me, given to 
me.All this while ſhe lay imiling and trium. 
phing hike one that was .more than a-con» 
queres, through Chrilt, that did- (ecngthen 
her, and after a while ſhe curned £0 me 
ang ſaid. © Sir, 1'.am one of thoſe that 
you iſhall got bg aſhamed: of in the day of 
Judgment, the, Lorg hath made you s- haps 
py larggeys. to my, paer Sou), then ſhe 
quoted: Mapp, {weert- ang, precious Promiſes 
lugh as that , Come winto me ye that are 
weary 


weary and betvy laden and 1 will give you reft. 
6c, Oh, what a Pattern is this? all is 
mine, and Chrit is mine, and I am his, 
Lifc and Death, all is mines but all is free 
Grace, none of all this is from any excellen- 
cy in me more than another , all is purc 
Gracez all's from Chriſt, I have given 
Away all to Chriſt , I have referred. all co 
Chriſt, and he hath done all things well 
tor me. While I lic here my, Soul 
is panting after Chriſt, but ſhoxtly my bo- 
dy (hl| be at refit from all theſe pains,but my 
Soul ſhall be in berter Reſt, _ 

Some did interupt her in her talking, 
and deſired that ſhe would lIct.others- ſpeak 
or cempoſe her (cl to reſt, She anſwered 
if I calked idly , you might hinder, but 
when I (peak, what my heart is full of, why 
ſhould you hinder me ficm praifing my 
God , and ſpeaking of the Faithfulgels and 
Sweetneſs of Chrilt ? _ 

Her light was now taken away, and her 
face ſeemed ſomewhat ſwelled with pain, yet 
ſhe did not complain in the leaſt of her pain, 
but ſaid, It is true, I have not now any 
great comelineſs but yet Chriſt loves me, 
aod I ſhall be as white as (now wheu my 
BriJegroom preſents me to bis Father, a 
a whilc after her nurſe gave her {cmething 
to drink, after which (he (aid, I (hall (hort- 


ly drink. it new in my Fathers Kingdom, 
Oac 
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one Of Chyiſts cordials ts worth thouſand 
of theſe. 3s + "0 

One that? was by ſaid; ah thirſty Soul , 
ifen the '#ank, bur faid ſhe, Chriſt hath 

Doured watt 'npbri- my dry and thirſty 

nd, an youu upon my wilderneſs: if a 
Dior I& come now to me, and fay, 
What, whuld you Ive ? I would fay, I had 

"efther"ititncdfacely go to Chriſt. I would 
$ive all che praiſe that I am able to the 
Eofd* for his" wonderful kindnefſes to me: 

'Phavebegp'd many a time, and. often, that 
nothing might ſatisfie me but a Chriſt, and 
that'T "might not be contented till I had, 4 
fullneſs iti Chrift, and now I can fay Chritt 
hath"anſwered me; I am ſatisfied with his 
love ; the. defires of the Faithful -ſhall be 

-granted, ''T have laid hold upon the Lore, 
like #Lidn':' I have boldly ted* upon Chtilt. 
and ] am 'now' like" 4 Glant 'refreſhed with 
new, wine. He. faith; Ask, and you fhall 
hve,” and F am; furc 1 have found hitn <5 
gbod as his 'Word.” No Soul fetks buthbe 
thds., if they wil! continie freking 5 no 
gol. knocits;. but Chtilt js ready T0 coine 

and'open, if they do not bolt hitn duc 
*One'camm to fee her whey her Gght was 

dim or 'k#t, 4hd* ſhe Gilad to het,” 1 Mould 

be glad ro"fedYAf, bbt Itti Edutented, I Ted 

better things bcing in greatÞain and* Yemo- 

ved,” the fid, I am'now in the red Sha, and 

the Wilderncſs, but I (hall quicxly be in 
I the 
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the land of Canaan : then ſhe ſpeak to ſome 
that were about her, and exhorted them to 
begin their work as ſoonas they could, and 
follow after Chriſt, though there be a lit- 
tle trouble for a while, yet follow him till, 
bis paths wii! be pleaſantaeſs, and his ways 
peace, Ifthere be any thing in' the ways of 
Chriſt that is uneaſje , he will ſhortly re- 
move thatz Chriſt hath me under his {weet 
wings: O that the black cypreſs were 0- 
ver me, Oh, that T were at Reſt ! but be 
patient, O my Soul,-it 15 but a mo- 
ment. 

Then ſhe praycd again for all the Church 
that ſhe ſtood related to, that God would 
bring them all triumphing to Glory, Oh, 
friends, faid ſhe, Look well to the inward 
part, ſearch every corner; and when ſhe 
perceived ſome to be weeping about her, 
ſhe ſaid, Oh, weep not for me, for 1 rejoice 
and Chriſt rejoiceth in me, weep for your 
ſelves. Oh Sirs, begin betimes, there is 
God's carly, and mans; Gods is preſently, 
nans 1s at Death, or in Old Age, or D'- 
'reſs 3 Oh, ſeek God now preſently,and take 

is from me, Begin with God, and he will 

1 with youw=—— The Lord hath had 

pet unto the low eftate of his hand- 

aid, therefore my Soul doth and ſhall mag- 
he him for cver. 

One ſaid, That it was but a little whilc, 

; ary 
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- and ſhe ſhould be at Reſt, ſhe ſaid, Oh, come 
Lord Jeſus, it it were now, [care not : come 
Lord, bring Death 3 Oh, {that I could ſee 
Death a coming ! Chriſt is mine, and Iam 
his, Come now, Death, and do thy work ; 

My 'beloved is the chiefeſt of ten thouſand ! Oh, 
he is fo lovely ! Oh, I ſee his lovely Face 
by Faith , Oh, how he ſmiles ! Oh, my dear 
Saviour ! 

Oh, my dear Friends, methinks you 
ſhould beg of God to take me, now you lce 
me thus tranſported with his Love. Oh, 
what a blefſed ſaying do TI hear , Come, thow 
bleſſed of my Father! Oh, "the bleſſed 
which are in the other World, they make 
Chriſt himſelf glad to ſee them, he rejoy- 
ccth over them! Friends, my breath is 
even gone, I can't talk any more now. 

But by and by ſhe began again; and 
faid, But _ ſhould I not lay out my lar- 
geſt penny whilſt Thave it to ſpend 
The Lord ſtrengthen all your Graces; and it 
being the Saturday betore' the Sacrament , 
ſhe ſaid ,, The Lord be with his Gueſts to 
morrow , and make them. welcome at his 
Table , the Lord walk among them, and 
dwell in the midſt of them : |--<L-was- afraid 
I was a Hypocrite, but I know am not, I 
am now growing ftronger and ftrouger, and 
ſo 1 ſhall do tilt am perte& in Chriſt. 


Bleſ7 the Lord; 'O my Soul.,. and. all that is 
I 2 with. 


[116] 
within me , bleſs his holy Name, I ſhall praiſe 
him now, as long as I have a being, And it 
being late, and we being about to depart, 
; ſhe ſaid , Oh , what a bleſſed mecting ſhall 
we ſhortly have, how ſhall we xejoyce and 
praiſe God together ! 

- Upon the Lords day fhc continued in an 
admirable Frame , more and mare bleſling 
and pxaifing of God : Oh, that I had hut 
breath to praiſe him; after T had prayed 
with her, the Lord was pleaſcd to give her 
a little more breath, and fhe quickly ſpent it 
for him. And, Oh, at what a rate did ſhe 
praiſe the Lord ! her joys increaſed won- 
derfullyz and then ſhe faid, Oh , how I 
tong to dye, but yet, I will patiently ſubmit 
to lite. 

Upon Munday ſhe began to be in great- 
er pains than ordinary , and then ſhe beg'd 
that the Lord would give her Faith and Pa- 
tience, but the Will of the Lord be 
done: Oh, what a caſe were I in, it 
my work were now to do? Satan, faith 
ſhe, would this day have tempted me to Im- 
patience, but the Lord did rebuke him and 
ftrengthen me. 

upon Tueſday ſhe was exceeding weak , 
and when her Speech began to fail her , ſhe 
Gid my heart is as full as it can hold, though 
I can't now ſpeak it ſo well: God hath 


Rrengthned me, or elſe I could not lye _ | 
| Go 
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God is good fiill , the Lord doth conde- 
ſcend to my Senſes, and deals familiarly with 
his poor Handmaid, I live not now by 
Faith {ſo much as by Senſe. 

Being, asked how ſhe did, ſhe anſwered, 
God is good ſill, All is mine: Then ſhe 
diſownec her own righteouſneſs, and attri- 
buted all to free-Grace: Then the faid 
to me, All the Promiles are mine, and you 
have helped me to lay a good claim to 
them, | 
Being asked again, How ine did ? She 
anſwered , I am in grcat Pain , ( and then 
Death was upon her | but I am willing to 
lye in this Pain, if it were a twelve month, 
nay, as long as the Lord will, fo he do but 
ſtill continue theſe -unſpeakable Joys : and 
theſe were the laſt words {he ſpake in my 
hearing, 

But after I left her, (he continucd in the 
ſame Frame till bet ween cleven and twelve 
a clock at night, and then ſhe jadged that 
the heard Sweet Mutick , and could not be 
ſatished, but that I muſt be ſent for to heax 
that Melody ; but bcfore I could come tg 
her ſhe was joyned in thc glorious Conſort 
above, 


HALLELUJAH. 


